
 

Welcome to Project M3 Math Club 
Project M3 Math Club is an after-school mathematics enrichment program 

funded by Travelers currently being implemented in five Hartford elemen-

tary schools. 

ABOUT THE MATH CLUB 

By identifying and providing high-level challenging curriculum to 
students at an early age, in particular at-risk students, Project M3: 
Mentoring Mathematical Minds focuses on a positive approach 
to nurturing the best and brightest students in the Hartford Pub-
lic Schools. This project recognizes that there are mathematically 
promising students in the system that need to be nurtured and 
given opportunities in mathematics that will encourage them to 
take high-level math courses throughout high school and college.   

The program is offered to students identified with mathematics 
talent potential and interest. Students are selected using an iden-
tification protocol with multiple measures including a nonverbal 
ability test that helps identify students who may struggle with 
language. Approximately 90 elementary students participate in 
the program. 

Students explore Project M3 curricu-
lum units during the enrichment 
program. These units have won the 
prestigious NAGC curriculum divi-
sion award for the past five years. 
For example, in the unit, Awesome 
Algebra: Looking for Patterns and Gen-
eralizations students study patterns 
and determine how they change, 
how they can be extended or re-
peated and/or how they grow. They 
analyze patterns to develop generali-
zations.  

CURRICULUM UNITS 
 

National experts in the fields of math education, mathematics, and 
gifted education and teachers were involved in designing the cur-
riculum. The content units of instruction are based on the NCTM 
Content Standards (2000) and include Number, Algebraic Think-
ing, Geometry, Measurement,  Data Analysis, and Probability. The 
NCTM Process Standards (2000) are embedded in these units and 
concentrate on communication, reasoning, connections, and prob-
lem solving. Exemplary practices in gifted education including a 
focus on students thinking and acting like practicing mathemati-
cians are infused throughout the units. All materials for teachers 
and students are provided.  

 
 

We believe that curricula alone cannot guarantee student success 
or achievement gains. What happens in the classroom is equally 
important. In Project M3, teachers receive training to increase 
their mathematical background in the content areas and to use 
teaching strategies developed to promote enrichment learning. A 
strong focus is placed on developing mathematical discourse to 
encourage students to think deeply about the mathematics. 
 
In addition to workshops provided by the Project M3 team, a 
professional development leader provides ongoing assistance 
through weekly school visits that involve consultation, 
classroom observation, and co-teaching. Teachers receive 
stipends for their participation. 

FAMILY MATH EVENT 

 

In addition, there is a culminating Family Math Event at each 
school during the program. At this event, families come to partici-
pate in activities created by their children as a result of learning the 
new curriculum. For example, Project M3 students created an Awe-
some Algebra game with rules similar to Jeopardy. They invited their 
parents/guardians and other family members to be the contest-
ants. At the end of the game, they explained how the categories 
were created and how they determined the level of difficulty of the 
questions. They also provided hint cards for their family members 
which were much appreciated by the contestants. These events 
provide parents/guardians with an appreciation of the talents their 
children have in the hope that they will continue to provide en-
couragement and support to develop these talents. 
 
 
 

PROJECT M3 MATH CLUB SCHOOLS  

Louis W. Batchelder School 
Breakthrough Magnet School 
Breakthrough II Elementary School 
Alfred E. Burr School 
Noah Webster MicroSociety Magnet School 
 
 
 
 

Project Director 
Dr. M. Katherine Gavin 
University of Connecticut 
 

Professional Development Leader 
Alison Foley 
 

Program Coordinator 
Kathleen McDermott 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Families are kept abreast and involved in the program with a 
newsletter for each unit. These newsletters, printed in English 
and Spanish, provide information on the activities, include a 
related activity for families to do together at home, and pro-
vide tips on helping children with mathematics at home and 
outside of school.  
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