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Ms. Math is a UConn  
Featured Alumni 

 Rachel McAnallen is talk-
ing about mathematics, and she 
can’t stop smiling. She has just 
returned from Ethiopia, where she 
was teaching teachers how to 
teach math, and she’s a couple of 
days away from flying to Utah to – 
you guessed it – teach teachers 
to teach math.  
 McAnallen has taught 
teachers in all but six states, and 
has traveled to nearly a dozen 

other countries, including Cana-
da, Hungary, Kuwait, Santo Do-
mingo, and South Africa. Her goal 
is to help teachers make math 
fun. 
 Ms. Math, as she is known 
in educational circles, is also just 
days away from walking across 
the floor of the Harry A. Gampel 
Pavilion to accept a Ph.D. in edu-
cational psychology – at 75 years 
of age. 

Kappan Classics Features Renzulli’s Reflection 
on his 1978 Article on the Three Ring Concep-
tion of Giftedness 
 
It has had a remarkable impact on identification and pro-
gramming practices, and it is now the most widely cited publi-
cation in the field. If he were rewriting it today, the author 
would make three recommendations. First, he would recom-
mend the use of school-level, rather than national or state, 
norms when looking at decisions based on cognitive ability or 
achievement test scores. Second, he would recommend that 
state reimbursement formulas be based on total district en-
rollments. Finally, he would recommend that weighting sys-
tems be developed for all three sets of characteristics in the 
Three Ring Conception of Giftedness.  Click here to access 
the full reflection piece from Dr. Renzulli. 
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http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/nviews/pdf/ClassicsRenzulli_IntroEYJR.pdf
http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/nviews/pdf/ClassicsRenzulli_IntroEYJR.pdf
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 Retirement is not part of McAnallen’s lexicon. She had that chance years ago, after 25 years of 
teaching in what was then junior/senior high schools, but before she reached the magic numbers of age 
and years of service, she “got fed up with all the bureaucracy” and left classroom teaching, instead set-
ting up shop as a “mathematician-in-residence.” 
 “Why not? There are artists-in-residence. Poets-in-residence. Why not mathematician-in-
residence?” she says. “I wanted to teach the teachers. To go into a class and have the teachers watch 
me. It turned into a professional development program. You see, in the Ivory Tower you talk the talk, but 
teachers are leery of talk. They want to see it work. They’re skeptical of theory. They want to know ‘Can 
you do it?’” 
 McAnallen’s research while studying at the Neag School of Education for the past four years also 
convinced her that her skills were needed. Based on the results of a survey instrument she developed as 
part of that research, she discovered that 38 percent of the nearly 700 elementary school teachers who 
responded to the survey admitted to some form of math anxiety. Worse, nearly 70 percent of that group 
said they disliked math when they were in elementary school. 
 “There are common complaints about math classes,” McAnallen says. “Teachers move too fast, 
jumping to different problems before all the students understand the first one; students are afraid to ask 
questions; they’re teaching by rote, not even trying to make it interesting. Those are the things I’m trying 
to change.”  
 McAnallen decided to pursue the Ph.D. after hearing Sally Reis, Board of Trustees Distinguished 
Professor in Educational Psychology, make an impassioned speech during the annual Confratute sum-
mer program on enrichment learning and teaching. Two weeks later, while at another conference, col-
leagues encouraged her to do it. 
 “Oh, it’s been a great ride,” she says. “I love the learning process. I love the literature review. I 
loved just about every moment of it.”  
 Reis, for her part, loved every moment of working with McAnallen. “Working with Rachel has been 

a joy,” she says. “She is an endless source of 
curiosity, enthusiasm, and questions, and each 
of these has been applied to her work on math 
anxiety and how it stifles teachers. To watch 
her learn how to answer the questions she has 
encountered during the last five decades in her 
research has brought all of our faculty tremen-
dous satisfaction. Her creative journey has 
been a highlight of my career at UConn.” 
 In time, McAnallen hopes, her decades 
of research also will change the culture of how 
mathematics is taught across the globe, one 
teacher at a time, like the little girl throwing 
starfish back into the sea who was told her ef-
forts didn’t matter because there were so many 
starfish dying. “It mattered to that one,” she 
said, tossing another into the water. 
“I just got a message from one of my old stu-
dents on Facebook, thanking me for being 
there,” McAnallen says, smiling. “That’s one.” 
 
Class of 2011: Rachel McAnallen 
By: Richard Veilleux  

                                                                                                         (reprinted with permission from UConn Today, May 4, 2011) 

In the News... 
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Gifted Education Strategies for All 
Joseph Renzulli & Marcia Gentry 
 
A new laminated reference guide by Joe Renzulli and Marcia Gentry provides a compre-
hensive understanding of how the gifts and talents of all students can be met through the 
use of Enrichment Clusters.  Enrichment Clusters engage students and facilitators in in-
terest-based, student-driven, real-world learning experiences. Grouped by interest, stu-
dents apply advanced content and methods to develop products and services for authen-
tic audiences, like practicing professionals. Clusters can be scheduled during the school 
day over an extended period of time and involve all students. This reference guide pro-
vides valuable information on how principals and teachers can implement Enrichment 
Clusters, including the key features of Enrichment Clusters, guidelines for design, sched-
uling issues, and tips for evaluation. Some exemplars are also provided to assist with the 
design. Learn a powerful way to provide gifted education strategies to all of your students. 
 
 

From the Bookshelf... 
Systems and Models for Developing Programs for the Gifted and  
Talented, 2nd edition 
Edited by Joseph S. Renzulli, E. Jean Gubbins, Kristen S. McMillen, Rebecca D. Eckert, & Catherine A. 
Little 

 
Hot New Review on Systems & Models Book 

Now completely revised and expanded, the second edition of 
Systems & Models for Developing Programs for the Gifted and 
Talented includes chapters on the major systems and models for 
developing programs for the gifted, including the Autonomous 
Learner Model, the Integrative Education Model, the Multiple 
Menu Model, the Purdue Three-stage Model, the Schoolwide En-
richment Model, and Levels of Service. Forty-two experts (Baum, 
Benbow, Clark, Kolloff, Meeker, Reis, Renzulli, Rimm, Sternberg, 
Tomlinson, et al.) in gifted education contributed to 25 chapters. 
Each chapter includes a comprehensive, yet concise discussion 
of each model, theoretical underpinnings, research on effective-
ness, and considerations for implementations. Discussion ques-
tions follow each chapter. This resource is a must-have for edu-
cational-psychology courses and for school boards considering 
different models.  

 

Check out this link to a hot new review of Systems and Models 

giftedserver
Underline

http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/nviews/pdf/Book_Review_of_Systems_and_Models.pdf
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From the Bookshelf... 

In her new book, prominent professional developer Yvette Jackson focus-
es on students' strengths, rather than their weaknesses, to reinvigorate 
educators to inspire learning and high intellectual performance. Through 
the lens of educational psychology and historical reforms, Jackson re-
sponds to the faltering motivation and confidence of educators in terms of 
its effects on closing the achievement gap. The author seeks to ''rekindle 
the belief in the vast capacity of underachieving urban students,'' and of-
fers strategies to help educators inspire intellectual performance. Jackson 
proposes that a paradigm shift towards a focus on strengths will reinvigor-
ate educators' passion for teaching and belief in their ability to raise the 
intellectual achievement of their students. Jackson addresses how educa-
tors can systematically support the development of motivation, reflective 
and cognitive skills, and high performance when standards and assess-
ments are predisposed to non-conceptual methods. Furthermore, she ex-
amines challenges and offers strategies for dealing with cultural discon-
nects, the influence of new technologies, and language preferences of 
students.  (description from Amazon.com) 

The Pedagogy of Confidence: Inspiring High Intellectual Performance in Urban 
Schools 
Yvette Jackson 
We are pleased to announce that Yvette will be the opening keynote speaker  

               at this year’s Confratute! 

J.W . Faulk Elementary “Little Vikings” Learn 
Through Gifted Techniques 

 
A new talent development school in Lafayette, LA opens its 
doors. The J. W. Faulk Elementary School is based on the 
Schoolwide Enrichment Model created by Drs. Reis and Ren-
zulli. All of the students who attend Faulk Elementary will be 
taught by teachers who have been specifically trained in gifted 
education strategies.  For more information on Faulk Elemen-
tary, see the newspaper article published in the Advocate. 

If you have news of a school like Faulk in your ar-
ea, or want to celebrate other teachers who make 
headlines implementing gifted education in their 
classrooms, please contact us. We’d love to hear your 
story and possibly share it in our newsletter! 

http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/nviews/pdf/Teachers-to-use-gifted-techniq.pdf
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IRA’s Teacher as Researcher Grant 
 
This grant supports classroom teachers who un‐
dertake ac on research inquiries about literacy 
and instruc on. Grants will be awarded up to $5,000, although priority will be given to smaller grants (e.g., 
$1,000 to $2,000) in order to provide support for as many teacher researchers as possible. The 2011 submission 
deadline is November 1, 2011. See the Interna onal Reading Associa on’s webpage for more informa on. 

Actuarial Foundation: Advancing Student Achievement Grant 
 
The Actuarial Founda on Advancing Student Achievement grant program brings together actuaries and educa‐
tors in local classrooms with the belief that interac on with real‐world mentors will boost student interest and 
achievement in math. The Actuarial Founda on can provide a local network of actuaries ready to par cipate, as 
well as sugges ons on how to integrate math concepts from the workplace into the classroom. Schools applying 

for grants will be given wide la tude in designing programs 
that enhance learning and create a "love of math" in each 
student. Awards vary and there are no deadlines, but appli‐
ca ons should be received at least one or two months prior 
to proposed start date. See the Actuarial Founda on’s 
webpage more informa on. 

Davidson Fellows 
 
If you are a student who will be under 18 as of Oct. 
1, 2012, and are working on a graduate level project 
in any field of study, you may want to consider ap-
plying for the 2012 Davidson Fellows scholarship. 
The Davidson Institute for Talent Development is 
offering high-achieving young people across the country the opportunity to be named a 2012 Davidson 
Fellow, an honor accompanied by a $50,000, $25,000, or $10,000 scholarship in recognition of a signifi-
cant piece of work in Science, Technology, Mathematics, Music, Literature, Philosophy, or Outside the 
Box. Applicants must submit an original piece of work recognized by experts in the field as significant 
and it must have the potential to make a positive contribution to society. The scholarship must be used 
at any accredited institute of learning. The deadline to apply is February 1, 2012. See the Davidson In-
stitute for Talent Development’s webpage for more information. 

http://www.reading.org/Resources/AwardsandGrants/research_teacher_as_researcher.aspx
http://teachersnetwork.org/Grants/grants_math.htm
http://teachersnetwork.org/Grants/grants_math.htm
http://www.davidsongifted.org/Fellows
http://www.davidsongifted.org/Fellows
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NCTM Music & Math Grants 
 
The purpose of the Na onal Council of Teachers of Mathema cs’ Using Music 
to Teach Mathema cs for Grades Pre K‐2 Teachers Grant is to incorporate mu‐
sic into the elementary school classroom to help young students learn mathe‐
ma cs. For 2011–2012, grants with a maximum of $3,000 each will be awarded 
to persons currently teaching mathema cs in grades PreK–2 level. This award is 
for individual classroom teachers or small groups of teachers collabora ng in 

one grade or across grade levels. Any acquisi on of equipment must support the proposed plan but not be the 
primary focus of the grant. Proposals must address the following: the combining of mathema cs and music, the 
plan for improving students’ learning of mathema cs, and the an cipated impact on students’ achievement. 
For more informa on on this grant, please visit the NCTM website. 

Fender Music Founda on 
 
The Fender Music Founda on accepts electronic grant applica‐
ons throughout the year from 501(c)3 or governmental organi‐

za ons. Qualifying applicants are established, ongoing and sus‐
tainable music programs in the United States that provide music 
instruc on for people of any age who would not otherwise have the opportunity to make music. The intent of 
the program must be music instruc on, not music apprecia on or entertainment, and the par cipants/students 
cannot be professional or career musicians. Almost all of the selected programs, to which grants are awarded, 
fall into the following categories: * In‐school music classes, in which the students make music; * A er‐school 
music programs that are not run by the school; and * Music therapy programs, in which the par cipants make 
the music. Almost all of the grants awarded are tradi onal instruments and the equipment necessary to play 
them. In specific instances, we have also awarded microphones and PA systems. In order to be eligible for a 
grant, the instruments and/or equipment must stay in the program for the life of the instrument/equipment and 
must be played/used by the par cipants. The Grant Commi ee reviews all applica ons three  mes yearly, and 
grant awards range from $500 to $5,000 in value. Applicants will be no fied by mail if a grant is awarded or not. 
For more informa on, visit the Fender Music Founda on website. 

VH1 Save the Music Founda on 
 
The VH1 Save The Music Founda on is a non‐profit organiza on dedicated to restoring 
instrumental music educa on in American public schools, and raising awareness about 
the importance of music as part of each child's complete educa on. Since 1997, the 
VH1 Save The Music Founda on has provided $45 million worth of new musical instru‐
ments to more than 1,700 public schools in more than 100 ci es around the country, 
affec ng the lives of more than 1.4 million public school students. VH1 Save The Music 
Founda on provides grants of musical instruments to public elementary and middle 
schools that do not currently have an instrumental music program and who are willing 
to add instrumental music to the regular school curriculum, offering no less than weekly 
in‐school instrumental music classes for all interested students. For more informa on, 

please visit the VH1 website. 

http://www.nctm.org/resources/content.aspx?id=1318
http://www.fendermusicfoundation.org/grants/index.cfm?sec=info
http://www.vh1savethemusic.com
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The Empire Strikes Back 
Asked by the World Council for Gifted and Talented 
Children to deliver a keynote that could serve as an 
international rallying cry for gifted educators, Ren-
zulli did not disappoint. His 2009 lecture in Vancou-
ver, British Columbia drew a standing ovation. The 
paper drawn from his “call to arms” presentation has 
now been published in the World Council’s publica-
tion of Select Papers from the 18th Biennial World 
Conference.  

Abstract 
 
Many national education leaders and politicians characterize 
the current challenges facing our schools as a crisis in the 
American education system. The methods that have been 
adopted, in recent decades, to address the achievement gap 
that exists between advantaged and disadvantaged students 
have produced flat-line academic growth among the most 
able students, rampant boredom, and public dissatisfaction with an education system that is immune 
to anything but the superficial trappings of change. Reform initiatives in the educational system have 
consisted of structural changes, primarily, and have not produced the anticipated positive results. 
Current learning theory indicates that student engagement and an inquiry-based, inductive peda-
gogy are the keys to higher achievement. To effect real change will require a recognition of and at-
tention to the achievement-gap problem and a meaningful application of rapidly advancing technolo-
gy. While technology has radically changed everyday life, in education, the applications are little 
more than electronic functions of the drill-and-practice forms of teaching. An engagement oriented 
pedagogy—beyond online worksheets and online encyclopedias—must be able to address students’ 
strengths, match resources to students’ personal profiles through imaginative uses of technology, 
and provide appropriate teacher training. Students need to learn not only the basic skills but also the 
technological skills of inquiry that will create the motivation and engagement largely lost by rigidly 
prescribed curriculum and learning that has minimized the sheer joy of discovery. 

To read the full text of Joe Renzulli’s article “The Empire Strikes Back,” click here. 

giftedserver
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http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/nviews/pdf/The_Empire_Strikes_Back.pdf

