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Neag School Alumni Society Awards
 The University of Connecticut’s Neag School 
of Education Alumni Society and the faculty of 
the Neag School of Education will hold its 12th 
Annual Awards Dinner on Saturday, May 15, 
2010. Faculty and alumni 
will gather to formally 
r e c o g n i z e t h e 
a c h i e v e m e n t s o f 
outstanding graduates. 
Award rec ip ients a re 
educators who have made 
significant contributions 
a c r o s s a l l l e v e l s o f 
e d u c a t i o n . T w o 
outstanding alumni who 
are being recognized as 
t h o s e s i g n i f i c a n t 
contributors are Desi D. 
Nesmith and Dr. Jonathan 
A. Plucker.
 Desi D. Nesmith, Principal of the America’s 
Choice at SAND School in Hartford, 
Connecticut, was selected to receive the 
Society’s first Promising 
Young Professional Award. 
Since graduating from 
UConn in 2002, Nesmith 
has made a significant 
i m p a c t o n u r b a n 
education, working with 
the challenge of closing 
the achievement gap that 
exists in Connecticut. 
Nesmith has received a 
w i d e v a r i e t y o f 
recognitions and honors in 
his brief career. He worked 
as a program counselor for 
the University of Connecticut’s Mentor 
Connection Program, a three-week summer 
residential program for talented teens, from 
2002-2003 and became the program’s 
Residential Life Director in 2004. He held that 
post through the summer of 2008 and currently 
serves as the program’s Outreach Coordinator. 
Nesmith has made significant contributions to 
the field of education in his brief but successful 

career, and we applaud him on this well-
deserved recognition of his talents and 
dedication!
 Dr. Jonathan A. Plucker, Professor of 
Educational Psychology and Cognitive Science 
at Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana, 

was selected to receive the 
Society’s Outstanding Higher 
Educat ion Profess iona l 
Award. The award is based 
on Plucker’s scholarship, 
teaching, and innovative 
research contributions to the 
field of gifted education. He 
is a nationally recognized 
scholar and a well-known 
expert on creativity and 
intelligence.
 P lucker has been 
described as a productive and 

influential visionary. He is one of the most 
talented quantitative methodologists in the field 
of gifted education. At Indiana University he 
has made major service contributions as the 
Director of the Center for Evaluation and 

E d u c a t i o n Po l i c y. H i s 
research is described as 
“cutting-edge” and he is 
known for not only high-
quality research, but also for 
being able to put his research 
findings into practice. He has 
won numerous awards for 
teaching and is the author or 
editor of four books in 
addition to numerous other 
publications. Plucker also 
received the E. Paul Torrance 
Award for creativity research 

from the National Association of Gifted 
Children in 2007. Congratulations to Dr. 
Plucker on all of  his significant achievements!
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“I am energized to take my professional life in a new direction and feel like I have rediscovered the things that made 

me want to get into education in the fi rst place.” Erin Klein (2009 Participant)
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!! STRANDS:  Intensive, week-long mini courses taught by educational leaders and master teachers.  Confratute 

is a fully accredited graduate course at UConn and  graduate credits may be taken on an optional basis.  

!! IN-DEPTH TRAINING:  The Schoolwide Enrichment Model; Differentiating Instruction & Curriculum; Literacy 

& Reading; Math Enrichment; Instructional & Cluster Grouping; Underachievement; and more.

!! TEACHER LEADERSHIP SERIES: Workshops or presentations offered each day that is specifi cally 

designed with the teacher-leader in mind.

!! SPECIAL TOPIC SESSIONS:  Workshops offered daily on a variety of topics such as creativity, thinking 

skills, underachievement, etc.

!! "#$%&'#( SPEAKERS:  Major addresses by authors and researchers such as Joseph Renzulli, Sally 

Reis, Sandra Kaplan, Donna Ford, Del Siegle, Rachel McAnallen, Susan Baum, Jann Leppien, and Marcia 

Gentry.

Confratute is a combined CONFerence, and an 

instiTUTE with a lot of FRATernity in between. 

This year’s Confratute is geared toward providing 

educators with research-based practical strategies 

for engagement and enrichment learning for all 

students, as well as meeting the needs of gifted 

and talented students.  

Attending Confratute was transformative. The experience provided some of the best professional 

development we have ever received. Our program was revitalized thanks to Confratute. Our 

school received an A rating on our progress report as one of the most improved schools in the city. 

~Dominic A. Cipollone, Principal, MS 219, Bronx, NY 
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July 11-16, 2010
Confratute is the longest running summer institute on enrichment-based differentiated 

teaching held at the University of Connecticut for over 30 years!

Bridging

Research and Practice
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Confratute Participant Receives Milken Award
Since first presented in 1987 to a dozen California teachers, the Milken Educator Awards is now the nation's largest teacher recognition 
program having honored more than 2,400 educators from coast to coast with over $60 million in unrestricted cash awards. The Milken 
Educator Awards were established by Milken Family Foundation Chairman Lowell Milken to provide public recognition and individual financial 
rewards of $25,000 to elementary and secondary teachers, principals and specialists who are furthering excellence in education. The Awards 
alternate each year between elementary and secondary educators; its recipients are heralded in early to mid-career for what they have 
achieved and for the promise of what they will accomplish. The criteria for the selection of outstanding elementary and secondary school 
teachers, principals and other education professionals as Milken Educators include all of the following:

 • Exceptional educational talent as evidenced by effective instructional practices and student learning results in the classroom 
  and school; 
 • Exemplary educational accomplishments beyond the classroom that provide models of excellence for the profession; 
 • Individuals whose contributions to education are largely unheralded yet worthy of the spotlight; 
 • Early- to mid-career educators who offer strong long-range potential for professional and policy leadership; and 
 • Engaging and inspiring presence that motivates and affects students, colleagues, and the community.

Former Confratute participant Stephanie Judice was awarded for her excellence in teaching with the 
$25,000 MIlken Educator Award. Stephanie Judice is always in between projects-and schools. As an 
English and fine arts teacher at both Westgate High School and New Iberia Senior High, both in New 
Iberia, LA, Judice is constantly inventing new ways of engaging her students creatively, intellectually, and 
ethically. In her 12 years in education, Judice continually outdoes herself as she jumps from one classroom 
to the next, using highly creative teaching practices that require her students to be good pupils, artists, and 
citizens. For one of her English class final exams, Judice decided to create the Shakespeare Showdown 
where groups were involved in solving critical thinking puzzles to identify the different plays and their 
characters. For her world literature class, Judice led students through the process of creating a Celtic 
newsletter from scratch. Students were asked to use technology to format the newsletter, research to 
understand Celtic culture, and creative writing to produce the content. Judice's Crossroads Project gave 
students the opportunity to read poetry and present their creative works at a local Starbucks in front of their 
parents and local patrons. Each class publishes an anthology of its work. Judice's students are involved in 
myriad community outreach projects. Judice spearheaded a campaign to raise money for a shelter housing 
abused women. "Santa Cause: Make a Reading Wonderland" is a program Judice started that raised 
money to give school supplies in personalized stockings to local elementary school students. Her students 
also volunteer at local elementary schools. Judice's commitment to intellectual curiosity, artistic expression, 
and social responsibility manifests in every aspect of her teaching. Congratulations to Stephanie Judice -- 
may her example of excellence in teaching inspire us all!

Congratulations!

UConn Dominates Officer 
Elections

The results of the American Educational 
Research Association ‘s (AERA’s) Research on 
Giftedness and Talent Special Interest Group 

(SIG) elections included the appointments of 
many members of the UConn community. The Research on 
Giftedness, Creativity, and Talent (RGCT) Special Interest Group 
deals with research studies that focus on how giftedness, talent 
and creativity are developed and nurtured. The SIG encourages 
both international and national studies involving qualitative and 
or quantitative methods in a wide variety of topics: Conceptions, 
Models, Identification, Programs and Practices, Counseling, 
Creativity, Thinking Skills, Disabilities, Parenting, and Diversity. 
UConn community members elected include:

D. Betsy McCoach, Chair-Elect
Catherine Little, Assistant Program Chair
Brian Housand, Webmaster
Jenna Bachinski, Graduate Student Representative

Dr. D. Betsy McCoach is an Associate Professor in the 
Educational Psychology Department at the University of 
Connecticut, where she teaches graduate courses in 
measurement, educational statistics, research design, and gifted 
education. 

Dr. Catherine Little is an Associate Professor in Educational 
Psychology specializing in gifted and talented education at the 
University of Connecticut.

Dr. Brian Housand earned his Ph.D. in Educational Psychology at 
the University of Connecticut and currently is an Assistant 
Professor at East Carolina University.

Jenna Bachinski is currently pursuing her Ph.D. in Educational 
Psychology at the University of Connecticut. Her research interests 
include exploring the affective relationships developed between 
teachers and students participating in the Schoolwide Enrichment 
Model Reading (SEM-R) framework and opportunities for 
applying the talents of bright children to issues of social justice.

Stephanie Judice, M.Ed.

http://www.mff.org/about/lmilken.taf
http://www.mff.org/about/lmilken.taf
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The Ernie Epiphany
A number of years  ago, when I was 

first developing my lesson “Action 

Fractions,” I visited a school in southern 
Vermont where the principal was  also the 

first grade teacher. It was  still autumn, and 
while I was  there, he asked me to 

demonstrate how I work fractions  with 

beginning first graders.
After spending some time with his  class 

using “junque fractions,” I decided they 
were ready to move on to the pattern block 

fractions. First they created pattern block 

equations  using the “left-hand-side equals 
right-hand-side” cards. I was  amazed at 

how quickly these young learners  picked 
up on the algebraic activities. We played a 

big group game with our “pieces  of gold,” 

and then I paired them off to play Action 
Fractions with a partner.

As  the partner game continued, a little 

blond-haired boy raised his  hand. His 

name was  Ernie, and he was  a bright-eyed 
and bushy-tailed six-year-old. “This  is 

getting boring,” he informed me.
At that point, I had not developed the 

game using more than a one-fraction 

hexahedron, but I picked up two-fraction 
dice and rolled a one half and a two thirds. 

Without missing a beat, little Ernie piped 
up, “One and a sixth.”

I knew he could not have found a 

common denominator. “How did you get 
your answer?” I asked him. I still 

remember his  exact words. He told me, 
“Well,  I picture a half is  a blue and a 

green, which is a third and a sixth: 

Then I take the one-third and put it 

with the two thirds, and I get one. And so I 

have one and one sixth.”
Then a little red-headed girl raised her 

hand. “I did it differently. My favorite color 
is  red, so I thought of two thirds  as  a red 

and a green. That’s  a half and a sixth: 

Then one-half is  another red, so I put the 

two halves  together, and I get one and one 

sixth.”
F o r a 

moment I just 
s t o o d t h e r e , 

reeling from the 

fact that I had 
just listened to 

these six-year-
olds  adding fractions  in their heads. The 

principal and I looked at each other in 

amazement. Regaining my composure, I 
announced, “Here is  what we are going to 

do -- everybody will roll two fraction dice 
and you’ll add them. Then you will roll the 

action die to see if you add or subtract it 

from your bag of  gold.”
I experienced a moment of epiphany 

that day. This  fresh crop of first-graders 
were able to add fractions  in their head 

because they had color-coordinated them 

and “chunked” them. Traditionally, when 

we teach students  to add one-half and 
two-thirds, we make them take the half 

and change it into sixths, which would be 
three green triangles. Then we tell them to 

take their two-thirds  and change that into 

four-sixths, or four green triangles. Next we 
have them put all their triangles  together to 

get seven-sixths. Finally, they put six of the 
triangles  together to make one, with one-

sixth left over. Using the Ernie method, I 

can now add loads  of fractions  in my head. 
Whenever a math teacher challenges  me 

about the efficiency of taking the time to 
teach process, I give them the three 

examples  above, and I ask them, “Which 

one is the most inefficient?”
From my experience in that first-grade 

classroom, I was  able to develop the 
concept of “knocking off ones.” It’s  been 

at least sixteen years  since my epiphany 

with Ernie, and I often wonder how he did 
in school as 

h e w e n t 
along. He was 

s u c h a 

w o n d e r f u l 
l i t t l e 

mathematical 
thinker! Did 

his  later teachers  force him to find a 

common denominator, when he was  able 
to add fractions so much more simply?

Many students  remember their 
teachers  and the lessons  they were taught 

in school. After forty-five years, I look back 

and remember my students  and all the 
important lessons  I have learned from 

them. 

Ms. Math

Contributed by: Rachel McAnallen

For a moment I just stood there, 
reeling from the fact that I had just 

listened to these six-year-olds adding 

fractions in their heads.



Volume 5, Issue 2! ! ! ! ! ! !                                   may 4, 2010

Page  5 

Crafty, Must-Have Book
Screen printing is a simple, enjoyable, and cost-effective method of 
creating multiples of original artwork. Artists and teachers will benefit 
personally and professionally by following the explicit and easily 
understandable steps in A Simple Guide to Screen Printing. Vidabeth 
Bensen and Barbara Forshag guide you step-by-stop through this 
printmaking process. You will learn 
how to print your own designs on 
paper, cards, banners, T-shirts, and 

create original prints for framing. The materials are 
inexpensive, and teachers can use screen printing to enrich 
almost any area of their curriculum. Vidabeth has been screen 
printing since her college days and has developed the simple 
methods described in this book. Barbara joined her in a 
workshop several years ago and has been screen printing ever 
since. Vidabeth and Barbara conduct classes every summer at 
the University of Connecticut’s Confratute (see page 2), 
guiding teachers from all over the world on how to use screen 
printing for their own enjoyment and in their school programs.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Abel Prize to Able Mathematician

The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters has decided to 
award the Abel Prize for 2010 to John Torrence Tate, University 
of Texas at Austin, for his vast and lasting impact on the theory 
of numbers. The President of the Norwegian Academy of 
Science and Letters, Nils Christian Stenseth, announced the 
name of the 2010 Abel Laureate at the Academy in Oslo on 
March 24th. Tate will receive the Abel Prize from His Majesty 
King Harald at an award ceremony in Oslo, Norway, on May 
25th. The Abel Prize recognizes contributions of extraordinary 
depth and influence to the mathematical sciences and has been 
awarded annually since 2003. It carries a cash award of $1 
million (US). The theory of numbers stretches from the mysteries 
of prime numbers to the ways in which we store, transmit, and 
secure information in modern computers. Over the past century 
it has developed into one of the most elaborate and 

sophisticated branches of mathematics, interacting profoundly with other key areas. Tate is a 
prime architect of this development.

adapted from Royal Fireworks Press

The authors, 
Vidabeth Bensen and Barbara Forshag

http://www.rfwp.com/6803.htm
http://www.rfwp.com/6803.htm
http://www.rfwp.com/6803.htm
http://www.rfwp.com/6803.htm
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New Confucius Institute Director
As of March 17th, 2010, Dr. Wenzhong (Eric) Yang will be Executive Director of 

the newly established Confucius Institute at the University at Buffalo, SUNY. Part of a 
network of 250 Confucius Institutes worldwide, the Confucius Institute at UB is being 
created to promote the study of Chinese language and culture throughout Western 
New York. The Institute will be a collaborative initiative involving the Asian Studies 
Program in the College of Arts and Sciences, the Confucius Institute Headquarters, 
and Capital Normal University in Beijing. 

Under the auspices of the Confucius Institute, UB will offer valuable services to 
Western New York students, the business community, and others who want to study 
Mandarin Chinese or learn more about China. Plans include (1) providing expert 
teachers from Capital Normal University to local school districts to help establish or 
expand Chinese language programs; (2) offering Chinese language classes to the 
entire community, including business Chinese and cultural orientation for travelers, 
trade delegations, and other groups; (3) organizing study tours to China and 
teacher/student exchange with China; (4) presenting Chinese language and culture 
summer camps; (5) building up UB library holdings on China, including valuable 
research materials and curriculum resources; (6) promoting collaborative 
conferences and projects with partners from Capital Normal University and other 
Chinese institutions; and (7) maintaining an online resource library with links to 
useful Chinese language tools, curriculum resources, and consular and other 
government sites. 

 Working with UB’s 
G r a d u a t e S c h o o l o f 
Education, the Confucius 
Institute also anticipates 
developing a New York 
State certification program 
for teachers of Chinese 
language, a critical need as 
an increasing number of 
schools in the region look to 
establish Chinese language 
programs. 
	 Eric received his Ph.D. 
in Educational Psychology 
f rom t he Un iver s i t y o f 

Connecticut with a concentration in gifted education and talent development. He 
also holds a Master degree in Sociology and graduated from a teachers college 
majoring in Teaching English as a Second Language. 

Before he moved to the US, he taught in a high school for 4 years and 3 years 
as an assistant professor at Wuhan University. In 2004, after his Ph.D. program, he 
was invited as Research Associate and Associate Director at the US-China Center for 
Research on Educational Excellence, College of Education, Michigan State 
University. The Center’s mission is to develop and disseminate effective models of 
education that integrates the strengths of both the Eastern and Western educational 
practices through scientific research of excellent schools and educational programs 
in China and the United States. Meanwhile, the US-China Center was also working 
closely with Confucius Institute at Michigan State University to disseminate Chinese 
language and culture in the U.S. public schools. 

During his 5 years’ stay at the US-China Center, he worked on a variety of 
projects, including conducting a series of research projects on US-China education, 
and most importantly, developing and designing curriculum and text-books and 
teaching materials for the Center’s Education for Global Citizenship (EGC) model. 
In addition, part of his significant responsibility is building networks of 
communication and collaboration between China and the United States. 
Congratulations to Eric!

Dr. Wenzhong (Eric) Yang

UConn Grad to 

AGATE Board
In January, AGATE, Advocacy for 
Gifted and Talented Education in New 
York State, elected a 2010 Board of 
Directors which included the 
appointment of Dr. Leticia Hernández 
de Hahn as Treasurer. AGATE is a non-
profit organization of concerned 
parents, educators and advocates 
designed to promote the education 
and welfare of gifted and talented 
learners in New York State. Dr. Leticia 
Hernández de Hahn is a faculty 
member in the Department of 
Education at Niagara University and 
works in close collaboration with the 
National Research Center on the 
Gifted and Talented at the University 
of Connecticut.  She earned a B.A. in 
Education from the Panamerican 
University in Mexico City, a M.A. in 
Special Education from the University 
of the Americas, also in Mexico City, 
and a Ph.D. in Educational Psychology 
from the University of Connecticut.  
After having spent three years on the 
west coast, working at Redlands 
University, CA, and at the 
Iberoamerican University, Mexico, 
where she taught courses in 
Educational Research, Educational 
Psychology, and Bilingual/Bicultural 
Education, she moved to Munich, 
Germany.  There, she worked at the 
Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität 
München, where she served as a core 
faculty member and academic advisor 
in the Psychology of Excellence 
program, which focuses on gifted 
education and differential psychology.  
During her time in Europe, she also 
collaborated with the Pädagogische 
Akademie Graz, Austria, and the 
Hochschule Basel, Switzerland, to 
design an international Master’s 
program in Gifted/Talented Education. 
Best of luck to Dr. Hahn!

Dr. Leticia Hernández de Hahn
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Brain-Damaged Me 
Blog
A site that is designed 
to be an evolving 
resource for Brain 
Damaged People and 
their Support Systems
About 15 years ago, it was discovered 
that Andrew Biebuyck of South Africa 
had a frontal lobe brain tumor. Andy 
suffered extensive brain damage with 
the tumor’s removal. Having been 
encouraged by many to write about 
his experiences in order to help others 
in similar situations, Andy now writes 
and manages his own blog about 
those experiences. In his blog, Andy 
addresses a variety of topics:

“You can either choose to let the brain 
injury rule your life, or you can choose 
to live life to the full, be happy and 
learn to manage the brain injury.”

“What is the difference between a 
‘brain injured’ person versus a 
‘normal’ person? Omigosh – he said 
the word ‘Normal’!! The forbidden 
word.”

“The problem is all these ‘Normal’ 
people are handicapped. They cannot 
understand what you are talking about 
when you are expressing the feelings 
that you feel when you are on the 
verge of suicide, or at the maximum 
peak in a panic attack. They cannot 
relate to extremes properly.”

“Eventually you will realise that life is 
an eternal cycle of pleasure and pain. 
As long as you can endure the painful 
parts, and come out of the painful 
parts with enough energy to enjoy the 
pleasurable and fun parts – then life is 
worth living.”

“You have been struck by what some 
would call a tragedy. You have been 
forced to observe that everything in 
your life has changed. What you have 
not been forced to observe is the part 
where everything stays the same. That 
is why it is called a tragedy. Now let’s 
turn this tragedy into the opportunity 
of a lifetime. The opportunity that so 
many people never ever get to.”

Da Vinci Academy Raises the Bar for Student-Initiated 
Learning

The da Vinci Academy at South Hall Middle School in Gainesville, 
Georgia, allows students to follow their interests and conduct research and 
projects which they present as docents in a museum visited by district 
elementary students. What sets these museum exhibits apart? Technology. 
From iPod quizzes to video footage, these middle school students were able 
to make their exhibits interactive and engaging. Much like professional 
docents, these students impressed visitors with their depth of knowledge, 
presentation presence, and patience with younger children. One current topic 
of the museum was biomes, and future topics will include forensic science and 
the human body. Educators appreciate the museum of the da Vinci Academy 
as it allows for free field trips, student-initiated investigations and projects, 
practice as practitioners, and creativity.

Da Vinci Academy student Ethan Price, along with science partner Jacob Frier, points 
out portions of a Mosasaur fossil to Martin Road Elementary fifth-graders during their 
trip Monday morning to the school’s Museum of Inspired Learning event at the former 
South Hall Middle School.

Exemplary Program, Enrichment Cluster Rubric

Cranford Township, NJ, Public Schools have created a program called 
Pathways to Excellence, an innovative program intending to improve the 
district’s efforts to address the learning needs of gifted and talented 
students. The Program offers a continuum of services to students in grades 
3-8. One major component of the program includes Enrichment Clusters. 
Two educators from a Cranford school, Orange Avenue School, Michelle 
Vella and Carmela Colosimo, attended Confratute last summer and were 
inspired to create a wonderful rubric entitled “Enrichment Cluster Self-
Assessment” which includes Enrichment Cluster Indicators and benchmarks 
of “Weak,” “Basic,” and “Exemplary.” Many thanks to Michelle and 
Carmela for this exemplary rubric!

http://braindamaged.me/blog/
http://braindamaged.me/blog/
http://braindamaged.me/blog/
http://braindamaged.me/blog/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/news/archive/25240/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/news/archive/25240/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/news/archive/25240/
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/news/archive/25240/
http://www1.eboard.com/eboard/servlet/BoardServlet;jsessionid=9D161581E56C44D673BD7A4488A83380?ACTION=NOTE_SHOW&ACTION_ON=NOTE&OBJECT_ID=3176594&SITE_NAME=cranfordschools&BOARD_NAME=Pathways&SESSION_ID=694s2o7bv071b1665&TAB_ID=576921
http://www1.eboard.com/eboard/servlet/BoardServlet;jsessionid=9D161581E56C44D673BD7A4488A83380?ACTION=NOTE_SHOW&ACTION_ON=NOTE&OBJECT_ID=3176594&SITE_NAME=cranfordschools&BOARD_NAME=Pathways&SESSION_ID=694s2o7bv071b1665&TAB_ID=576921
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Davidson Fellows
If you are a student who will 

be under 18 as of Oct. 1, 2011, 
and are working on a graduate-
level project in any field of study, 
you may want to cons ider 
applying for the 2011 Davidson 
Fellows scholarship. The Davidson 
Institute for Talent Development is 
offering high-achieving young 
people across the country the 
opportunity to be named a 2011 
Davidson Fel low, an honor 
accompanied by a $50,000, 
$25,000, or $10,000 scholarship 
in recognition of a significant 
p iece o f work in Sc ience , 
Technology, Mathematics, Music, 
Literature, Philosophy, or Outside 
the Box. 

Applicants must submit an 
original piece of work recognized 
by exper ts in t he f ie ld as 
significant and it must have the 
potential to make a positive 
contr ibution to society. The 
scholarship must be used at any 
accredited institute of learning. 
The deadline to apply is March 2, 
2011.

Online Resources
The Davidson Institute offers 

several free online resources. 
With more than 3,000 

registered members, the Gifted 
Issues Discussion Forum provides 
a free meeting place for parents 
and educators wanting to discuss 
a myriad of gifted topics.

The Davidson Institute's free 
eNewsletter provides up-to-date, 
gifted-related news every other 
month. It is a great read for 
students, parents, and educators 
in search of the latest gifted news, 
studies and developments, state-
specific legislation updates, 
events, and more. Read past 
issues posted on the eNews-
Update Archive Page and 
subscribe today.

The Davidson Gifted 
Database provides a Google 
search component for easy 
keyword searches to help 
students, parents, and educators 
pinpoint a wealth of gifted 
information. The Database also 
houses our state policy map, 
where you can see how 
gifted-friendly your state is.

We invite you to become 
a “Fan” of the Davidson 
Institute on Facebook and a 
“ F o l l o w e r ” o f 
DavidsonGifted on Twitter.

Davidson Young Scholars
The National Davidson Young 

S c h o l a r s P r o g r a m h e l p s 
pro found ly g i f t ed s tuden t s 
discover others with similar 
interests and abilities, utilizing 
their skills and talents to maximize 
their educational potential and 
make a difference in the lives of 
others. Parents collaborate with a 
skilled team of Family Consultants 
who provide indiv idual ized 
services based on each family’s 
unique needs, such as in the areas 
of educational advocacy, social 
and emotional development, and 
talent development. Read Young 
Scholar Success Stories about 
how the Young Scholars program 
has made a difference in these 
students’ lives.   The Davidson 
Young Scholars program is FREE 
and the application deadline is 
the 14th of each month.
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“Math Is Not Linear” Prezi
This Prezi talks  about math in a – you guessed it – non-linear way. It 
discusses  the various directions you can take in an exploration of 
math and supports such creative endeavors in lieu of the rigid, 
sequential, "hierarchical" teaching of math in school. Established 

rationales behind learning skills  – because you will need them in 
another class  -- are challenged. Pacing, the "big picture," what it is  to 
be a mathematician, appropriate challenge, and even foreshadowing 

and metaphors are all addressed in a creative way.

Wait, What’s a Prezi?
Prezi is  a website on which you can create "astonishing presentations 
live and on the web."

Technology Vertex

Astronomy Picture of  the Day

Each day a different image or photograph of our 

fascinating universe is featured, along with a brief 

explanation written by a professional astronomer. 

Often, pictures are so fascinating, you’ll be wondering, 

“Is that Iceland or Mordor?”

Facebook Safety for Educators

There are a number of Facebook best practices for educators, 

particularly when it involves the safety of their students. Find them 
here. Topics include:

• What should I do if  I become aware of  an underage user (under thirteen) with an account on Facebook?

• How can I maintain a professional presence on the site separate from my personal profile?

• What is the Facebook Safety Advisory Board, and what does this board do?

• What is the Facebook in Education page?

• If  a student discloses abuse on Facebook to me, can I file a report on his or her behalf ?

http://prezi.com/aww2hjfyil0u/math-is-not-linear/
http://prezi.com/aww2hjfyil0u/math-is-not-linear/
http://prezi.com/
http://prezi.com/
http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/ap100419.html
http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/ap100419.html
http://www.facebook.com/help/?safety=educators&utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=Hootsuite&utm_campaign=LD
http://www.facebook.com/help/?safety=educators&utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=Hootsuite&utm_campaign=LD
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IRA’s Teacher as Researcher Grant
This grant supports classroom teachers who undertake action research 
inquiries about literacy and instruction. Grants will be awarded up to $5,000, 
although priority will be given to smaller grants (e.g., $1,000 to $2,000) in 
order to provide support for as many teacher researchers  as  possible. Next set 

of  guidelines available for submissions: August 2010.

Awards & Grants

Discovery Education 3M Young Scientist Challenge
The Discovery Education 3M Young Scientist Challenge is a national science competition for students 
in grades  five through eight. The Young Scientist Challenge is designed to encourage the exploration 

of science and innovation among America’s youth and to promote the importance of science 
communication. Over the last ten years, more than 600,000 middle school students have been 
nominated to participate in the competition, and winners have gone on to speak in front of members 

of Congress, work with the nation’s top scientists, and pursue academic careers in the sciences. Grant 
deadline: May 27th, 2010. There are 62 awards in all, ranging from $250 to $50,000.

Actuarial Foundation: Advancing Student Achievement Grant
The Actuarial Foundation Advancing Student Achievement grant program brings  together actuaries  and educators  in local classrooms with 
the belief that interaction with real-world mentors will boost student interest and achievement in math. The Actuarial Foundation can 
provide a local network of actuaries ready to participate, as well as suggestions on how to 
integrate math concepts from the workplace into the classroom. Schools applying for grants 

will be given wide latitude in designing programs that enhance learning and create a "love 
of math" in each student.  Awards  vary and there are no deadlines, but applications should 
be received at least one or two months prior to proposed start date.

Motivational Mantras

"Do, or do not. There is no ‘try’." - Yoda, The Empire Strikes Back

"Be lions roaring through the forests of  knowledge." - Bahá'í Scriptures

"If  everything is under control, you are going too slow." - Mario Andretti

"If  you want to build a ship, don't herd people together to collect wood and don't assign them tasks and 

work, but rather teach them to long for the endless immensity of  the sea." - Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

"Never forget that it is the spirit with which you endow your work that makes it useful or futile." - Adelaide Hasse

http://www.reading.org/Resources/AwardsandGrants/research_teacher_as_researcher.aspx
http://www.reading.org/Resources/AwardsandGrants/research_teacher_as_researcher.aspx
http://www.youngscientistchallenge.com/about/about.html
http://www.youngscientistchallenge.com/about/about.html
http://www.teachersnetwork.org/grants/grants_math.htm
http://www.teachersnetwork.org/grants/grants_math.htm
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NEAG CENTER FOR 
GIFTED EDUCATION 

AND TALENT 
DEVELOPMENT

2131 Hillside Road, Unit 3007
Storrs, Connecticut 06269

Newsletter Editor:
Jennifer A. Savino

jennifer.savino@uconn.edu

ABBREVIATED
UPCOMING CONFERENCE 

CALENDAR
Mary 20th, 2010

SENG Webinar

"This Isn't the Child I Dreamed of Raising: 
Understanding, Coping with, and Helping Your 
Gifted-but-Challenging Child" by Barbara Probst

Online

June 13th-17th, 2010

Hormel Foundation Gifted and Talented 
Education Symposium

Keynotes: Lenore Skenazy, Malik Henderson, 
Richard Cash, and Mary Slade; Susan Baum will 
moderate panelists Felicia Dixon, Jann Leppien 
and Terry Neu

Riverland Community College, Austin, MN

June 23rd-25th, 2010

Professional Summer Institute on Curriculum 
and Instruction for High Ability Learners in 
Diverse Settings

The College of William and Mary, VA

July 7th-9th, 2010

12th Conference of the European Council for 
High Ability

"Perspectives on Evaluation of Giftedness from 
Binet To Where?"

Paris, France

July 11th-16th, 2010

Confratute

THE Summer Institute on Enrichment Teaching 
and Learning

"Bridging Research And Practice"

Keynotes: Joseph Renzulli, Sally Reis, Donna 
Ford, Del Siegle, Rachel McAnallen, Marcia 
Gentry, Sandra Kaplan, Jann Leppien, and Susan 
Baum

University of Connecticut, Storrs, Connecticut

RENZULLI LEARNING RECOMMENDATIONS: 
EARTHY RESOURCES

Contributed by: Jenny Halter

Renzulli Learning Systems Database Manager

jhalter@renzullilearning.com

Landfills and Garbology
Where does all of your trash go after your trash can fills up? Watch 
this cool video to visit a landfill and learn more about how these huge 
trash-pits actually work! Click the link to start learning more about 
your trash!

Energy Time Machine 
Go back in time to learn about the history of energy! Search by 
category (such as “fossil fuels”) or by date. The presentations are easy 
to follow and the illustrations are done by kids, which makes this a fun 
website to check out!

EPA Climate Change Kids 
Check out this website to learn all about climate change. Read about 
the factors that contribute to global warming or check out a day in the 
life of a climatologist! This is a great resource for scientific 
information and fun activities geared toward kids like you!

Time for Kids: Earth Day 
It is so important for us to do what we can in order to protect our 
planet. Did you know that there is a way to measure how much 
pollution we give off in a year? Did you know that there are experts 
who study such things? This website’s interview with the head of an 
environmental agency gives a ton of useful information about 
pollution, carbon footprints, and what we can do to help!

EcoKids Home 
Taking special care to protect and save our environment is becoming 
more and more important.   Recycling and composting are two 
common ways to start, but there are many more things that you can 
do! This great website will show you what other kids are doing to 
help. You'll have a chance to play some eco games, print coloring 
pages, and much more!
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