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Dr. Joseph Renzulli 
Rece ives “Nobe l 
Prize” for Educators

D r . J o s e p h R e n z u l l i , 
D i s t i ngu i s hed P ro f e s so r o f 
Educational Psychology, Neag 
Chair of Gifted Education and 
Talent Development, and the 
Director of the National Research 
Cen t e r on t he G i f t ed and 
Ta len ted, rece ived what i s 
considered the “Nobel Prize” for 
Educators - - the Harold W. 
McGraw, Jr. Prize in Education.

The Harold W. McGraw, Jr. 
Pr ize in Education annually 
recognizes outstanding individuals 
who have dedicated themselves to 

i m p r o v i n g 
education in this 
c o u n t r y a n d 

whose accomplishments are 
making a dif ference today. 
Honorees are chosen by a 
distinguished panel of judges 
made up of thoughtful and 
in f luen t ia l members o f t he 
education community. Each winner 
receives a gift of $25,000 and a 
bronze sculpture. The Prize was 
established in 1988 to honor Mr. 
McGraw's lifelong commitment to 
education and to mark the 
Corporation's 100th Anniversary. 

 The Harold W. McGraw, Jr. 
Prize in Education ceremony took 
place on Tuesday, September 29, 
2009, at The New York Public 
Library. The prestigious awards 
program is celebrating its 21st 
year. The event was attended by 
250 leaders in education and 
business.

Dr. Renzulli was also among 
the first to be designated as a 
f e l l o w o f t h e A m e r i c a n 
Educational Research Association. 
The APA’s Monitor on Psychology 
named him among the 25 most 
influential psychologists in the 
world. Dr. Renzulli lists as his 
p r o u d e s t p r o f e s s i o n a l 
accomplishment being the founder 
of Confratute, the longest running 
p r o f e s s i o n a l d e ve l o p m e n t 
p r o g r a m o f i t s k i n d . 
Congratulations to Dr. Renzulli!
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Dr. Joseph Renzulli receives the Harold W. McGraw, Jr., Prize 
in Education from Harold W. McGraw, III, on Tuesday, 
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Scholarship Contributions Matched
	 Dr. Joseph Renzulli and Dr. Sally Reis have indicated that they would like to use the prize money associated with the aforementioned Harold 
W. McGraw, Jr. Prize in Education to match contributions that members of the UConn Family might like to make to a scholarship fund that Joe 
and Sally have established for Masters Degree Students and persons attending Confratute.
 To submit a contribution, make your tax-deductible check payable to “The University of Connecticut Foundation, Inc.” and write “The Renzulli 
Fund for Graudate Studies in Gifted Edcuation #31006” in the memo section. Mail this to:

Abigail O’Brien, Director of Development
The Neag School of Education
249 Glenbrook Road, U-2064

Storrs, CT 06269
Attn: Abby O’Brien

	
 All funds raised will be administered and held by the University of 
Connecticut Foundation, Inc., a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization 
dedicated exclusively to benefiting the University. Donors to the 
Foundation have the right to request in writing that their gifts remain 
anonymous. Joe and Sally will match all contributions made by 
December 31st, 2009, and they thank you for considering this 
request. For more information on Joe’s award, please visit this 
McGraw-Hill website.

Share in the Prize!

Gifted Education Program Threatened
Patti Seibold runs a 5-school elementary gifted education program for grades 2 - 5 in 
Angola, New York. The district there is considering cutting the gifted education program 
due to budget constraints. Patti has created a website and a video to convince the powers-
that-be otherwise.

ALPHA (Advanced Level Program for Heightened Achievement) is Lake Shore Central 
School District's gifted education program. ALPHA students are challenged beyond what 
they learn in the regular classroom.  They acquire creative thinking strategies, become 
familiar with multiple types of abilities, and explore topics on deeper levels. They also 
develop skills in leadership, team work, problem solving, decision making, technology, 
organization and critical thinking. Students are identified for the ALPHA program using 
Dr. Joseph Renzulli’s Three-Ring Conception of Giftedness: Above-Average Ability, 
Creativity, and Task Commitment. Students are assessed using an observation checklist 
rather than with letter or number grades. Curricula for the various grades in the well-
developed, research-based program include: creative and critical thinking, a focus on the 
multiple intelligences and Bloom’s taxonomy, collaborative projects, personal problem 
solving, a school improvement project, school newspaper, finance, invention convention, 
research podcast, architecture, creativity, character education, teamwork, and leadership.

To find out what you can do to help prevent the ALPHA program from being cut, contact 
Patti Sebold. To learn more about the ALPHA program and to view a wonderful video 
about it, visit this link. Let’s rally around our exemplary programs and services for our 
talented students!

Teaching Authentically, 

Living Authentically

Michigan State Education Alum 
Leads the Flying Squirrels

Rob Ley, who leads Clusters, a Haslett, 
Michigan, elementary school’s mixed-age, 
inquiry-based enrichment sessions program, 
lets his students take charge of their 
learning. He has been described as having 
“a fearless drive to make everyday 
education more meaningful.” Clusters, a 
concept Ley borrowed from Dr. Joseph 
Renzulli, allow an intricate balance between 
authentic learning and prescribed learning, 
maintaining a focus on critical skills and 
content areas.

“Sometimes it feels like the whole 
world has been packaged and 

processed. It almost feels like the things 
that can really be the most meaningful 
are the ones overlooked in schools.” 

-Rob Ley

Read New Educator 
Article on Rob Ley

http://www.mcgraw-hill.com/prize/winners_renzulli.shtml
http://www.mcgraw-hill.com/prize/winners_renzulli.shtml
http://ddl.dyc.edu/~alpha/ContactInformation1.html
http://ddl.dyc.edu/~alpha/ContactInformation1.html
http://ddl.dyc.edu/~alpha/index.html
http://ddl.dyc.edu/~alpha/index.html
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More About Light Up

Amazon Listing

Parents’ Role in Children’s Development
Kids today face a harder road to adulthood and finding a livelihood that suits and 
stimulates them than any other generation before them. Children are exposed each school 
day to rote learning, high pressure on standardized tests, and uninspiring curricula that 
cut out creative learning a n d n e w w a y s o f 
thinking. It’s no wonder most kids today are 
be low average and falling behind. The good 
news is that every child’s unique strengths and 
talents can be cultivated through a tested and 
beloved program -- now a v a i l a b l e i n a n 
accessible and easy-to- follow book, Light Up 
Your Child’s Mind by Dr. Joseph Renzulli and Dr. 
Sally Reis. Based on the renowned “Renzul l i 
Method,” which has b e e n a d o p t e d i n 
schools al l over the country, Light Up Your 
Child’s Mind presents a practical program to 
help children fire up a love of learning to last 
a lifetime. Drs. Renzulli and Reis illustrate the 
crucial role parents can play in their children’s 
d e v e l o p m e n t a n d address how they can 
work with teachers to enhance their children’s 
education. They uncover the hidden potential of 
daydreamers, rebels, and one-track minds, 
a rgu i ng t ha t g i f t ed b e h a v i o r - - b a s i c 
smarts, high levels of task commitment, and creativity -- can be fostered in bright children, 
even unmotivated ones. Step-by-step, Light Up Your Child’s Mind will show parents how 
to set their kids on the path to a rewarding future.

new book illuminates

The Publisher

Renzulli Learning

Key Points in Light Up Your Child’s Mind

Drill/test/drill classroom teaching leaves bright kids bored 
and unmotivated. Parents must provide what’s missing.

Schools typically focus on what’s “wrong” -- a child isn’t 
good at math or writing or reading -- and attempt to “fix” it. 
Instead, start with what’s “right” and grow from there.

Top grades and test scores are no measure of a child’s real 
potential. When parents encourage learning experiences 
that build on a child’s unique strengths and interests, 
potential blossoms.

What captures a child’s imagination and curiosity today 
might just be the keystone to a future career path that brings 
joy and deep satisfaction.

Gifts and talents develop over time. High levels of 
intelligence do not translate into high levels of performance 
without parent support and enhancement of these abilities.

Too often, learning experiences are focused on the 
reduction of deficits in children, not the identification of 
strengths and interests. Light Up Your Child’s Mind focuses 
on developing the talents in every child!

Parents can and should give their children enjoyable 
learning experiences that promote creativity and 
investigative learning as well as higher-level thinking skills 
such as analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.

Parents should help children identify and find interests, 
learning, and expression styles and the freedom to complete 
work that is joyful in a safe and supportive home 
environment. Don’t let classroom work squash creativity.

Helping children find real audiences for their work makes 
them care more about the work they do. Ideas include essay 
contests, art contests, and dance recitals.

Illuminating Quotes
“The real meaning of enlightenment is to gaze with undimmed eyes on all darkness.”

~ Nikos Kazantzakis

“This is the great object held out by this association, and the means of attaining it is illumination, enlightening the understanding by the sun of reason 

which will dispels the clouds of superstition and of prejudice.”

~ Adam Weishaupt

“Better to illuminate than merely to shine, to deliver to others contemplated truths than merely to contemplate.”

~ Saint Thomas Aquinas 

http://www.hachettebookgroup.com/books_9780316003988.htm
http://www.hachettebookgroup.com/books_9780316003988.htm
http://www.amazon.com/Light-Your-Childs-Mind-Happiness/dp/0316003980
http://www.amazon.com/Light-Your-Childs-Mind-Happiness/dp/0316003980
http://www.hachettebookgroup.com
http://www.hachettebookgroup.com
http://www.renzullilearning.com
http://www.renzullilearning.com
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Teaching Students to Take Notes

More and more, I find that teachers 

don’t have students  take notes  in class. 
Having students  take notes  requires  that 

t h e t e a c h e r 
stand in front 

of the room 

and do direct 
instruction. It 

s e e m s  t h a t 
somet ime in 

the past ten years, someone came up with 

the idea that direct instruction was  bad, 
and that students  should learn in small 

groups. As  with everything in our culture, 
when someone comes  a long wi th 

something new, we throw out the old 

completely. I agree that there should be 
some small  group instruction, but when I 

am introducing a new mathematical 
concept, it requires  large group instruction. 

If a teacher only teaches  in small groups, it 

is  tough to have students  take notes. The 
ability to take notes  is  an important skill for 

students  to learn in any class, particularly 
in math class. I require students  to take 

notes  from the second grade on up, and I 

teach them what to write down as we go.
One school I taught at handed out 

little blue notebooks  for the students  to 

write in specifically for my lesson. Another 

school I taught at had special classes 

devoted to taking notes. After observing my 
lesson, a teacher at that school said to me, 

“We could save a lot of time if we just 
t a u g h t t h e 

s t u d e n t s  t o 

t a k e n o t e s 
d u r i n g t h e 

lesson.” She 
w a s  r i g h t . 

Taking notes 

in math is  different than taking notes  in 
Social Studies. When I have kids  take 

notes, I write what I want them to have on 
their paper on the overhead. It’s  not 

enough to have the student write down the 

problem -- they 
need to write the 

explanation of 
the process  down 

n e x t t o t h e 

problem as  well. The secret is  to write out 
the notes  and give the learners  time to copy 

them. I do not explain what I’ve done until 
they have it all written down. It’s  a very 

hard thing to do. A teacher wants  to write 

and talk at the same time, but the kids  are 
busy furiously writing. Sometimes  as 

teachers  we think our kids  can listen, write, 
and learn all at the same time. That is  a lot 

for them to do at once!

I tell students, “When I’m writing and 
talking at the same time, wave your hand 

and tell me, ‘Ms. McAnallen, either write 
or talk.’” Teachers  need to learn to give 

notes, too!

Another important thing I’ve learned 
is  to use transparency sheets  when I write 

on the overhead. There is  always  one child 
who doesn’t write quite fast enough. If you 

put it on the transparency, at break time 

you can make it available to students  who 

need to finish copying or who need to 
check their numbers or spelling.

If a teacher wants  his  or her students 
to be serious  about the notes  they take in 

class, give them an open-notebook test. 

When I had a classroom of my own, I 
would tell  the students, “When I walk in 

and say ‘hello,’ you should write it down.”
Many times  I hear teachers  say, “The 

parents  don’t understand what I’m 

teaching.” Those parents  should look in 
their child’s  notebook. If a parent asks 

their child, “What did you do in school 
today?” that student should be able to open 

up their notebook and show them.

When students  take 
n o t e s , t h e y a r e 

focused -- they are 
practicing writing, 

s p e l l i n g , 

punctuation, and they are learning to listen 
and pay attention. Most importantly, they 

learn how to read their notes  so they can 
use them at homework time.

Contributed by: 

Rachel McAnallen

Ms. Math

The ability to take notes is an 
important skill for students to learn in 

any class, particularly in math class.

Teachers need to learn to give 
notes, too!
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There’s No Such Thing As Perfect
Letting Go of Perfect: Overcoming Perfectionism in Kids, written by Dr. Jill L. Adelson and Dr. Hope E. Wilson, is an outstanding, 
comprehensive, and motivating resource guide for parents and teachers who are confused and frustrated by children (and adults) exhibiting 
perfectionistic behaviors. From debunking myths surrounding perfectionism to outlining valuable and integrative strategies for home and school, 
Adelson and Wilson shine a spotlight on this serious subject, which can produce kids who range from self-confident and inspired to withdrawn 
and rigid. Knowing how to address and deal with the five different perfectionistic natures is the solution Adelson and Wilson provide, helping 
you create more manageable and enjoyable lives for these kids and you. Drawing on, and sharing, current research and best practice in the 
field, their collective backgrounds in education, and their interaction with children who exhibit these behaviors, Adelson and Wilson have 
produced a straightforward perfectionism handbook which should be in everyone’s personal and professional library. 
Contributed by: Marion L. Shaker

Hot New Views on Hot New Systems & Models Book
Now completely revised and expanded, the second edition of Systems & Models for 
Developing Programs for the Gifted and Talented includes chapters on the major systems and 
models for developing programs for the gifted, including the Autonomous Learner Model, the 
Integrative Education Model, the Multiple Menu Model, the Purdue Three-stage Model, the 
Schoolwide Enrichment Model, and Levels of Service. Forty-two experts (Baum, Benbow, 
Clark, Kolloff, Meeker, Reis, Renzulli, Rimm, Sternberg, Tomlinson, et al.) in gifted education 
contributed to 25 chapters. Each chapter includes a comprehensive, yet concise discussion of 
each model, theoretical underpinnings, research on effectiveness, and considerations for 
implementations. Discussion questions follow each chapter. This resource is a must-have for 
educational-psychology courses and for school boards considering different models.

“Systems & Models arrived JUST IN TIME for a class that I taught in Singapore to 30 
superb educators. Every single individual LOVED the book. It covered everything needed 
for the class, and it will continue to be an important resource for these professionals. The 
thoroughness of the revision was both refreshing and energizing. I can’t wait to use it with 
students here in the U.S.” 

- Susan G. Assouline
Ed.S., Ph.D., Professor of School Psychology and Associate Director of the 
International Center for Gifted Education and Talent Development, University of 
Iowa.

“Anyone hoping to create a gifted program or modify an existing one should read Systems & Models for Developing Programs for the 
Gifted and Talented (2nd Edition), as should anyone hoping to understand the diversity of options for educating gifted and talented students. 
Teachers, administrators, policy makers, university faculty, and students will find that Systems & Models is an updated, helpful text that will 
assist them as they navigate the sometimes murky waters of the field of gifted education. It is especially a must-buy for any committee 
members involved with implementing (or changing) gifted programs and services within a school district. The ‘Golden Rule’ in gifted 
education is that our definition of who is gifted should match our identification practices and which programs/services we provide. Systems & 
Models is the book that should enable us to do just that.”

- Nancy N. Heilbronner
Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Instructional Leadership, Western Connecticut State University

The authors, Dr. Hope E. Wilson and Dr. Jill L. Adelson
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Guest Editors’ SEM Message
Dr. Joseph Renzulli and Dr. Sally Reis served as guest editors of 

Gifted Education International’s special Schoolwide Enrichment 
Model edition (in press). Their message was simple: educational 
programs can open doors and provide opportunities for students. 
Their editorial is reproduced below.

“You can’t open a door unless you have a house.”    
Tom Stoppard, Arcadia

A model for developing educational programs should be viewed 
as a house, and the various parts of the model should be viewed as 
doors through which we would like to take our students and the 
teachers who serve them.  This is the way we view The Schoolwide 
Enrichment Model (SEM), a plan for identifying and developing 
giftedness and talents in young people.   And, like a house, the SEM 
is built on a foundation that consists of four underlying components.  
The first component consists of two theories: a psychological theory 
that deals with human potential known as the Three Ring Conception 
of Giftedness and a pedagogical theory that guides a particular 
approach to learning called The Enrichment Triad Model.  
Pedagogical or learning theories differ from organizational 
arrangements in that they focus on the act of learning --- what we 
actually do with students, rather than the ways we group students, 
move them around, and arrange schedules.  

A second component is the amount of flexibility that a model 
allows, while still maintaining integrity to the underlying theories.  We 
believe that a good model should have a common set of goals, but 
that there should be a number of unique ways that any school or 
teacher can work within the theories to pursue these goals.  All roads 
lead to Rome, but there are many ways to get to Rome!  This 
approach takes into consideration the availability and utilization of 
local resources and the all-important use of local initiative and 

creativity.  Local initiative and creativity in program implementation 
build ownership and have the added benefit of generating new 
techniques and procedures for the realistic delivery of services, many 
of which can be shared with others.  All of us are smarter than any 
one of us!

A third component of an effective model is that it should have a 
strong research base, but it should also have the kinds of practical 
validity that is evidenced by a variety of successful programs and 
follow-up studies that show the long-term effect of model-driven 
services.  Finally, programs built around a particular model should 
make sense in the eyes of the people who have accepted the 
underlying theories, it should guide further research and the training 
of teachers and administrators, and it should be understandable to 
the students and parents affected by the model.

In making selections for contributions to this special issue of 
Gifted Educational International on the Schoolwide Enrichment 
Model, we wanted to include works that variously reflected the four 
components addressed above.  Since a great deal of information is 
already available about the SEM and research conducted on the 
model, we wanted to give readers a “snapshot” of various ways in 
which the model has been implemented, some follow-up studies that 
document long-term payoff, some international applications of the 
model, concerns about special populations and various grade levels, 
and the crucial nature of administrators’ roles in developing 
successful programs based on the SEM.  

Because of the widespread use of the Schoolwide Enrichment 
Model around the world and the necessary page requirements of this 
journal, it was difficult to make decisions about inviting contributors to 
this volume.  We apologize to our friends and colleagues who have 
developed many unique applications of the SEM and hope that there 
will be other opportunities to share their work in future publications.

Joseph S. Renzulli & Sally M. Reis
The University of Connecticut
August, 2009

Guidebooks for Program Development
Renzulli, J.S., & Reis, S.M. (1997).  The Schoolwide Enrichment 
Model: A How-To Guide for Educational Excellence (2nd ed.).  
Mansfield Center, CT:  Creative Learning Press.

Beecher, Margaret (1995).  Developing the Gifts and Talents of 
All Students in the Regular Classroom.  Mansfield Center, CT:  
Creative Learning Press.

Renzulli, J.S., Gentry, M. & Reis, S.M.  (2003).  Enrichment 
Clusters: A Practical Plan for Real-World, Student-Driven 
Learning.  Mansfield Center, CT:  Creative Learning Press.

Friedman, Nora G. (2005).  Opening Doors: The 
Administrator’s Guide to the Schoolwide Enrichment Model.  
Mansfield Center, CT: Creative Learning Press.

Friedman, Nora G. & Webb, M. (2007).  The Art of Schoolwide 
Enrichment: A  Resource Guidebook for Teachers, Enrichment 
Specialists and Principals.  Mansfield Center, CT: Creative 
Learning Press.

Baum, Susan M. & Owen, Steven V. (2004).  To Be Gifted & 
Learning Disabled: Strategies for Helping Bright Students with 
LD, ADHD and More.  Mansfield Center, CT:  Creative Learning 
Press.

Resources for Implementing SEM
Purcell, J.H. & Renzulli, J.S. (1998).  Total Talent Portfolio: A 
Systematic Plan to Identify and Nurture Gifts and Talents.  
Mansfield Center, CT: Creative Learning Press.

Renzulli, J.S. (1997).  Interest-A-Lyzer Family of Instruments: A 
Manual for Teachers.  Mansfield Center, CT: Creative Learning 
Press.

Renzulli, J.S. et. al.  (2000).  New Directions in Creativity: Mark A, 
Mark B, Mark 1, Mark 2, Mark 3.  Mansfield Center, CT: Creative 
Learning Press.

Starko, A.J. & Schack, G.D.  (1991).  Looking for Data in All the 
Right Places: A Guidebook for Conducting Original Research with 
Young Investigators.  Mansfield Center, CT: Creative Learning 
Press.

Schack, G.D. & Starko, A.J. (1998).  Research Comes Alive!  
Guidebook for Conducting Original Research with Middle and 
High School Students.  Mansfield Center, CT: Creative Learning 
Press.

Creative Learning Press Website

http://www.creativelearningpress.com/
http://www.creativelearningpress.com/
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Google Forms
Google Forms is great for creating surveys and displaying the subsequent data. It is easy for kids  to use for research and data collection. 
There are many themes to choose from in designing your form. Your questions may range from multiple choice, box checks, or choose 
from a list to open-ended paragraph text responses.  After surveys are completed, the results are sent to a spreadsheet in your personal 
Google Doc Account. For more information on how to create a Google Form, visit this Google website.

Technology Corner

VoiceThread allows you to share a document,  picture, PowerPoint, or other files and have people respond to it by leaving a comment 
via text,  voice recording, or video recording. With VoiceThread, group conversations  are collected and shared in one place from 
anywhere in the world. All with no software to install. A VoiceThread is 
a collaborative, multimedia slide show that holds images, documents, 

and videos and allows people to navigate pages and leave comments 
in 5 ways - using voice (with a mic or telephone), text, audio file, or video 
(via a webcam).  Share a VoiceThread with friends, students, and colleagues 

for them to record comments too. Users  can doodle while commenting, use multiple identities, and pick which comments are shown 
through moderation. VoiceThreads can even be embedded to show and receive comments on other websites  and exported to MP3 
players or DVDs to play as archival movies. For more information, please visit VoiceThread’s website.

Jing
Jing lets you capture screen shots, videos, or create voice-annotated tutorials  for using an application. With 
Jing, you can capture video or stills  of whatever is  on your computer screen. You can record audio over 
your videos while you make them. You can create short,  customized learning objects  in about 3 minutes. 
You can send patrons  a link to a video or image, rather than sending a bulky file. Let Jing do the work of 

storing your files  and maintaining stable links! There is no editing function in Jing, however, so you cannot 
edit your videos or images. Jing also does not have a facile search option as  files are stored as  links  by 

default.  After installing Jing, Jing will ask you questions  to automatically create an account at screenfast.com to store your videos and 

images. These files can be accessed later through the History button in the program or logging in to your Jing account. Jing also lets  you 
save files  to Flickr, FTP clients, or local server space. To download Jing and take a wonderful video tour as  an overview, visit the Jing 
Project website.

http://docs.google.com/support/bin/answer.py?hl=en&answer=87809
http://docs.google.com/support/bin/answer.py?hl=en&answer=87809
http://voicethread.com/
http://voicethread.com/
http://www.jingproject.com
http://www.jingproject.com
http://www.jingproject.com
http://www.jingproject.com
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NCTM Music & Math Grants
The purpose of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics’ Using Music to Teach Mathematics for Grades 
Pre K-2 Teachers Grant is  to incorporate music into the elementary school classroom to help young students  learn 
mathematics.  For 2010–2011, grants with a maximum of $3,000 each will be awarded to persons currently teaching 
mathematics  in grades PreK–2 level. This award is  for individual classroom teachers or small groups of teachers 

collaborating in one grade or across grade levels. Any acquisition of equipment must support the proposed plan but not be the primary 
focus of the grant. Proposals  must address the following: the combining of mathematics and music, the plan for improving students’ 
learning of mathematics, and the anticipated impact on students’ achievement. For more information on this  grant, please visit this NCTM 

website.

Music Grants

Fender Music Foundation
	 The Fender Music Foundation accepts electronic grant applications throughout the year from 501(c)3 or governmental 
organizations.  Qualifying applicants are established, ongoing and sustainable music programs in the United States that provide music 

instruction for people of any age who would not otherwise have the opportunity to make music. The intent of the program must be music 
instruction, not music appreciation or entertainment, and the participants/students cannot be professional or career musicians. Almost all 
of  the selected programs, to which grants are awarded, fall into the following categories:

    	   * In-school music classes, in which the students make music;
  	   * After-school music programs that are not run by the school; and
  	   * Music therapy programs, in which the participants make the music.
	 Almost all of the grants  awarded are traditional instruments and the equipment necessary to play them. In specific instances,  we 

have also awarded microphones and PA systems. In order to be eligible for a grant, the instruments and/or equipment must stay in the 
program for the life of  the instrument/equipment and must be played/used by the participants.
	 The Grant Committee reviews all applications three times yearly,  and grant awards range from $500 to $5,000 in value. 

Applicants will be notified by mail if  a grant is awarded or not. For more information, visit this Fender Music Foundation website.

VH1 Save the Music Foundation
The VH1 Save The Music Foundation is a non-profit organization dedicated to restoring instrumental music 
education in American public schools, and raising awareness  about the importance of music as part of each 
child's complete education. Since 1997, the VH1 Save The Music Foundation has provided $45 million worth 
of new musical instruments to more than 1,700 public schools in more than 100 cities  around the country, 

affecting the lives of more than 1.4 million public school students. VH1 Save The Music Foundation provides 
grants of musical instruments  to public elementary and middle schools  that do not currently have an 
instrumental music program and who are willing to add instrumental music to the regular school curriculum, 

offering no less than weekly in-school instrumental music classes for all interested students. For more 
information, please visit this VH1 website.
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ABBREVIATED
UPCOMING CONFERENCE 

CALENDAR

October 22 - 24, 2009

New England Conference on Gifted and Talented 
Education 

Nashua, New Hampshire

October 30 - November 2, 2009

International Research Association for Talent 
Development and Excellence

Xi´an, China

November 5 - 8, 2009

National Association for Gifted Children

St. Louis, Missouri

November 14, 2009

Gifted Information Forum and Talkback Session

Waterford, Wisconsin

December 2 - 4, 2009

Indiana Association for the Gifted Annual 
Conference

Indianapolis, Indiana

January 9 - 11, 2010

Hawaii Gifted Association Conference

Oahu, Hawaii

For additional conference descriptions 
and dates, visit Hoagies’ Gifted 
Education Website

RENZULLI LEARNING RECOMMENDATIONS: 
ENGINEERING & SCIENCE

Contributed by: Jenny Halter

Renzulli Learning Systems Database Manager

jhalter@renzullilearning.com

Design a Cell Phone
Engineering is involved in everything! Think about it: from the cars 
we drive, to the computers we use, to the shampoo bottles in our 
showers, everything is designed and engineered with a purpose! Follow 
the steps in this activity to design a cell phone for senior citizens. 
Along the way, you will have a chance to learn the common steps in 
engineering, develop your problem solving skills, and more! Adobe 
Flash Player is required for this activity.

Deep Brain Stimulation
Do you love science? Does the idea of helping others with brain 
disorders interest you? A career as a neurosurgeon might be something 
to consider. This fascinating website takes you through surgical brain 
stimulation on a Parkinson’s patient. You will work with the surgeon 
to complete the procedure and will see the amazing results when 
finished. It's interesting to learn that doctors currently don't 
understand why this brain stimulation works; our understanding has 
not caught up with rapid advancements in technology. Maybe you will 
be the one to discover why this technique works as you pursue an 
exciting career in medicine! Note that this site also allows you to view 
real brain surgery photos. Please be cautious, as some students may 
find these images too graphic. Adobe Flash Player is required for this 
activity.

Crash Scene Investigation
Are you interested in forensic science? Check out this interactive 
website where you can help the highway patrol collect evidence, 
interview witnesses, calculate forces, and draw conclusions concerning 
a car crash that took place just before you arrived! Be sure to print the 
handouts before you get started, and to have your headphones 
plugged in! Adobe Flash Player and Adobe Reader are required for this 
activity.
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