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N E W S  &  V I E W S
A N D T H E AWA R D 
GOES TO...
Ben Lacina, Confra-chorus 

Director and Staff Member, who 
was honored with the 2009 

Ordway Center Education Award 
for Community Commitment.
Ben Lacina,  Confra-chorus director extraordinaire and 
a dedicated,  enthusiastic, and vibrant member of the 
Confratute staff,  was awarded for his long-term 

dedication to the support and advancement of Community Engagement programs at the Ordway 
Center for the Performing Arts in St. Paul, Minnesota. The Ordway Center, opened in 1985, is 
one of the U.S.’s leading not-for-profit performing arts centers.  The Center sponsors the St. Paul 

Conservatory for Performing Artists, a professionally guided academic and artistic environment 
serving students in grades 9 - 12. For more information on the Ordway Center, visit their website.

Call 
for 
Submissions!

See your name in lights...er, 
print...in the next issue of 
News & Views! Whether you 
are at UConn or not, if you 
are a faculty member, a grad 
student, a teacher, a parent, 
or even a student, we’re 
interested in the news and 
views you find important! 
S e n d u s y o u r p r o j e c t 
updates, website or book 
recommendations, grants or 
competitions, or current news 
in or your views on the field. 
D i r e c t i n q u i r i e s t o : 
jennifer.savino@uconn.edu. 

Inside:
Pages 2 - 3...........Confratute Highlights
Page 4.................Technology Corner
Page 5.................NEA Grants

Page 6.................Renzulli Learning Additions

Pages 7 - 8................Ms. Math & Math Stuff
Page 9.......................Miscellaneous
Page 10.....................Renzulli Learning    

	 	       Recommendations & 
	 	       Conference Calendar

http://www.ordway.org/
http://www.ordway.org/
mailto:jennifer.savino@uconn.edu
mailto:jennifer.savino@uconn.edu
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What is Confratute?
Having just celebrated its 32nd year of existence, Confratute, 

an amalgamation of “Conference,” “Fraternity,” and 

“Institute,” is considered to be THE summer institute on 

enrichment learning and teaching, held during the two middle 

weeks of July at the University of Connecticut in Storrs, 

CT. Confratute is sponsored by the Neag Center  for  Gifted 

Education and Talent Devleopment and the Neag School of 

Education at the University of Connecticut. Confratute offers 

a one- or two-week schedule of events to engage, inspire, and 

rejuvenate educators. Confratute’s focus is on differentiation of 

instruction, high-end learning, and enrichment teaching. 

Confratute is a community of learners who become totally 

immersed with others in an atmosphere that is purposefully 

designed to promote acceptance, trust, scholarship, hard work, 

hard fun, and the belief that everyone has something to 

contribute to educational improvement. For  more information, 

visit the Confratute website.

CONFRATUTE HIGHLIGHTS

Keynotes
Each day began with a keynote presentation by one of the leading 

experts in the field of or fields relating to gifted education. This year’s 
keynotes include presentations by Joe Renzulli and Sally Reis on the 
Schoolwide Enrichment Model;  Joe Brittain on “The Continuing Quest for 

Equity;” Rachel McAnallen (Ms. Math) on “Creative Mathematics  Is Not an 
Oxymoron;” Susan Baum on “Supporting Twice Exceptional Students;” Del 
Siegle on “The Gifted Children’s  Bill of Rights;” Joe Renzulli, Del Siegle, 

Brian Housand, and Kristina Ayers Paul on a “Tech Talk” panel discussion; 
Sandra Kaplan on “Gifted Students in a Contemporary Society: 
Implications for Curriculum;” and Sally Reis on “Making a Difference.”

Special Topics
Special topics  are discussion and hands-on sessions  that deal with innovative practices and exemplary ideas in the education of the 

gifted. Special topics are offered in the afternoons  in lieu of strands; they meet once only, so participants  may attend many different Special 
Topics throughout the week. This year’s  Special Topics included: a Geometer’s Sketchpad session, the use of Garage Band to construct 
personal narratives, promoting critical thinking using Paideia Seminar, “The Picasso in Your Classroom,” model rocketry, S.E.T. inquiry,  an 

exploration of virtual learning environments, amusement park physics, online classrooms, webquests, and the Independent Investigation 
Method, among others. Special Topics also included Teacher Leadership Series sessions that have been designed specifically with the 
teacher-leader in mind. Participants in these sessions left Confratute equipped with knowledge and tools that they will be able to share with 

others -- teachers and administrators -- in their schools.

Strands
Strands are classes  that meet four days of the week at the same time each day.  They are taught by the very best professionals who spend 

the majority of their time directly involved with schools, teachers, and kids and focus  on practical skills and personalizing the learning 
process. Topics covered by strands this  year included: content-area-specific topics, differentiating curriculum and instruction, enrichment, 
fine arts, programming and coordinating of services, research skills, thinking skills, creativity skills,  social and emotional or twice-exceptional 

support, supporting academic success, and technology enrichment.

http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/confratute/
http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/confratute/
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CONFRATUTE HIGHLIGHTS 

Confra-entertainment
Each Thursday evening of Confratute featured a themed banquet and a variety 
show. This year’s banquet themes included “Farmer’s Market” in which stations 
were named after UConn professors and Confratute engineers: “Del’s Meats,” 

“Jean’s Corner Farm,” and “Jo and Kristina’s Seafood,” to name a few, and a New 
England theme, featuring foods from around the region.  The Variety Shows, 
organized and hosted by Gail Herman with the wonderful Deb Kadrlik behind the 

scenes, included performances  by the ConfraChorus, singing songs such as  “Viva La 
Vida” by Coldplay, “Man in the Mirror” by Michael Jackson, “Sir Duke” by Stevie 
Wonder, and “Electricity” from the musical Billy Elliot. Audiences  were also 

privileged to listen to Kristina Ayers Paul, Confratute’s Superlative On-Site 
Coordinator, perform a riveting solo in “Up to the Mountain.” Variety Show acts 
were introduced by Gail Herman with  Joel Bates and Maria Selke (in outrageous 
costumes) and included: “A Few Words” by Bob Verdolino (which ended up being 

more than just a few words); “Joey Baby,” created and sung to Joe Renzulli by Barb 
Forshag to the tune of “Santa Baby”; “Swan Song” by Beth Brooks, a song about 
retirement and possibly going back to school with many fowl (think chicken) 

references; the slam poem “Promise,” wonderfully written and performed by Erin 
Sullivan; “Differentiation,” a spelling song by Barry Oreck; Karen Sipes who 
channeled Janis Joplin with “Piece of My Heart;” “Christmas Angel,” an original 

song written and sung by J.B. Groves III; and “A Social Networking Song” written 
and performed by Jenni Savino (a song about Twitter sung to Michael Jackson’s 
“Thriller”) with the help of her wonderful background dancers/Twitterers/singers. 
After the Variety Show, the party was moved up to the Pavillion at the Nathan Hale 

Hotel for dancing to the hip stylings of Confra-DJ Joel Bates.  Aw, did it have to end 
so soon?

Evening Enrichment Offerings
Evening enrichment offerings included Think Tanks, Creativity Forums, Technology Forums, 

Arts & Cultural Events,  Renzulli Learning Forums, and Film Festivals.  Brian Housand’s “60 Tools 
in 60 Minutes” boasted over 60 participants who learned about Ning, Twitter, Tiny URLs, Google, 
WikiSpaces, Zoho, Skype, Schmoop, Evernote, Jing, and Hulu, to name a few. Another 

Technology Forum included Kristina Ayers Paul’s “Technology Unconference” in which 
participants fueled the technology discoveries and discussions. One of the Renzulli Learning 
Forums featured Renzulli Learning’s Ester LeeFoon presenting the Personal Success  Plan,  designed 

to help middle school students  think critically about their interests,  heroes, and career aspirations 
and then create tangible goals and plans  for achieving those dreams.  Participants had a chance to 
see the PSP in action and hear stories about how it’s been used with middle school students. A 

“Gender Issues  in Motivating Talented Youth” Think Tank session featured Tom Hebert and Sally 
Reis  facilitating rich, small-group discussions about the topic. Creativity Forums included a 
“Digital Scavenger Hunt” organized and led by Melissa Mitchell, an “Inventor’s Challenge” 
invented by Lisa DaVia Rubenstein, and an “Origami Open House” hosed by Rachel McAnallen: 

“To learn origami, you must fold it.” An Arts & Culture event included “Mime in the Classroom” 
with Gail Herman in which participants explored mime techniques through movement activities 
and the Active Adverb and experienced Organic Storytelling in which the story becomes  co-

created with audience ideas that make stories change and grow.

Inventor’s Challenge’s Lisa DaVia 
Rubenstein and Renzulli Learning’s Tuan 
Nguyen. Tuan is modeling one of the 
evening’s inventions.
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Geometer’s Sketchpad
The Geometer’s Sketchpad is a dynamic 
construction, demonstration, and 
exploration tool that adds a powerful 
dimension to the study of mathematics. 

You and your students can use this 
so f tware prog ram to bui ld and 
investigate mathematical models, objects, 

figures, diagrams, and graphs. With 
Sketchpad, you can give your students 
a  tangible, visual way to explore and 

understand core concepts—from 
number and operations, algebraic 
t h i n k i n g , a n d g e o m e t r y a n d 
measurement in elementary and middle 

s c h o o l t o a l g e b r a , g e o m e t r y, 
trigonometry, precalculus, and calculus 
in high school and college. Concepts that 
students frequently find difficult become 

very clear when they see visual 
representations on the screen and 
interact with them using Sketchpad. 

Sketchpad can help you quickly explore 
variables, relat ionships, and the 
mathematics of change with your 

students. When you construct objects in 
Sketchpad, you can drag points and lines 
with the mouse. As shapes  and positions 
change, all mathematical relationships 

are preserved, allowing you and your 

students to examine an entire set of 
similar cases in a matter of  seconds.

Technology Corner

Rock On!
I recently bought a Mac and I was happy to see a little guitar icon on my dock; yay, something 
fun! Exploring it further, I realized it was  Garage Band, a software application that allows you to 
create music. During Confratute,  I was even happier to note that Ben Lacina, ConfraChorus 
Director Extraordinaire,  was  teaching a Special Topic entitled,  “Constructing Personal 

Narratives Using Garage Band.” Using Garage Band,  students can take their writing projects 
“from product to production.” Students’ communication skills are broadened by integrating the 
concepts and tools of real-world musicians and sound designers into their writing projects. For 

example, in an autobiographical piece, students can create a movie,  adding their own videos/
pictures and choosing from over 176 sound effects  to go with those videos/pictures. Just sit one 
day and play around with Garage Band, and you’ll discover its many uses in the classroom!

Virtual Learning Environments

The virtual learning environment 
(VLE) i s cons idered the next 
generation of distance learning;  it 
provides gifted students with a forum 

where they can attend college classes, 
go to museums, concerts, and lectures, 
have direct interaction with mentors 

or experts, and meet and work with 
other like-minded students in learning 

communities. Some virtual learning 
environments include Teen Second 
Life and Second Life.  Teen Second 
Life and Second Life are virtual 

environments in which users create 
their own avatar (a digital personal 
likeness),  can interact with other users 

from around the world, and can visit 
and explore such sites as the Sistine 
Chapel or the inside of a nucleus. 

Educators  have found that these 
environments can provide excellent 
learning opportunities that may not 
otherwise be available to students. 

Gifted students not only will take 
advantage o f the enr i chment 

opportuni t ies avai lable in the 
environment but can also examine 
their own skills  in technology or 
programming. To learn more, visit the 

Second Life website and be sure to 
check out the Educator Resources on 
that site!

http://www.secondlife.com
http://www.secondlife.com


V o l u m e  4 ,  I s s u e  5!                      J U L Y  3 1 ,  2 0 0 9

! !
! !
! !
! !
! !
! !
! !
! !
                
!                      
! !
P a g e !5

Learning & Leadership Grants
NEA’s Learning & Leadership Grants  provide opportunities for teachers, education support 
professionals, and higher education faculty and staff to engage in high-quality professional 
development and lead their colleagues in professional growth. The grant amount is $2,000 
for individuals and $5,000 for groups engaged in collegial study. Application deadlines are 

February 1, June 1, and October 15. For more information, visit the Learning & 
Leadership Grants site.

NEA Grants

Student Achievement Grants
Student Achievement Grants provide $5,000 to improve the academic achievement of 
students by engaging in critical thinking and problem solving that deepen knowledge of 
standards-based subject matter. The work should also improve students' habits of inquiry, 
self-directed learning, and critical reflection. Application deadlines are February 1, June 1, 

and October 15. For more information, visit the Student Achievement Grants site.

Books Across America Library Books Awards
In collaboration with the National Education Association, the Foundation is  pleased to 
announce 50 awards of $1,000 each to public schools serving economically disadvantaged 
students to purchase books  for school libraries.   The awards are made possible with support 
from corporations and individuals who donated to the NEA’s Books Across  America Fund to 

bring the gift of  reading to students. Visit this site for guidelines.

The NEA Foundation, through the unique strength of  its partnership with educators, advances student 
achievement by investing in public education that will prepare each of  America’s children to learn and thrive in a 

rapidly changing world.

Closing the Achievement Gaps Grants
Many economically disadvantaged and minority students do not have the same opportunities for academic success as their more 
affluent peers. With support from The NEA Foundation, partnerships led by NEA affiliates, school districts, and community 
organizations will take action to accelerate the achievement rate for disadvantaged and minority students, while raising achievement 
for all groups of students. Each grant totals  as much as $2.5 million over five years. Using the resources of its partner organizations, 

the funding provided by The NEA Foundation, and the expertise of  education professionals, grant recipients will:
• Reduce the drop-out rate, improve academic performance, and increase the rate at which students  go to college without the need 

for remediation ;

• Ensure that every low-performing school in the district has well-qualified, highly accomplished staff;
• Use data to develop and support district-wide systems of  continuous improvement; 
• Empower teachers and staff  leaders to make instructional decisions that improve student performance;

• Strengthen partnerships with families and the civic, business, and philanthropic sectors; and
• Ensure that needy schools  have highly accomplished teachers, and that all students have the instructional support necessary to 

succeed with a rigorous curriculum.
Application is by invitation only. For more details, visit this site. For additional resources, visit this site.

http://www.neafoundation.org/programs/Learning&Leadership_Guidelines.htm
http://www.neafoundation.org/programs/Learning&Leadership_Guidelines.htm
http://www.neafoundation.org/programs/Learning&Leadership_Guidelines.htm
http://www.neafoundation.org/programs/Learning&Leadership_Guidelines.htm
http://www.neafoundation.org/programs/StudentAchievement_Guidelines.htm
http://www.neafoundation.org/programs/StudentAchievement_Guidelines.htm
http://www.neafoundation.org/programs/BAAawards2008.htm
http://www.neafoundation.org/programs/BAAawards2008.htm
http://www.neafoundation.org/programs/closingthegap.htm
http://www.neafoundation.org/programs/closingthegap.htm
http://www.neafoundation.org/closingthegap_resources.htm
http://www.neafoundation.org/closingthegap_resources.htm
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New to Renzulli Learning: 

Curriculum Connections generates  lists  of differentiated resources  based on teacher input and distributes  resources  to 

individual students  based on their unique learning profiles. Teachers select grade level, subject, topic, and sub-topics  to 

generate the lists  and then have the option to eliminate resources  from the list. Renzulli Learning then selects  and distributes 

the appropriate resources  to individual students. These resources  automatically appear on students’ Renzulli Learning home 

pages  on the particular calendar day(s) selected by the teacher. To request more information on Renzulli Learning and its 

other fantastic features, click here.

http://www.renzullilearning.com/RequestInformation.html
http://www.renzullilearning.com/RequestInformation.html
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Making Sense of Number Sense

What does a number really mean?
A number is an amount of things -- and 

mathematics is simply finding out how much or 
how many you have of something. As parents and 
teachers, we start out having kids count stuff -- 
fingers, apples, books, jellybeans, etc.... Counting 
is the first way to find out how much or how many. 
Often t imes when I am counting with 
kindergartners, I have them count their fingers, 
and I will touch and wiggle each finger as they 
count it. Then I will 
ask them to begin 
counting on their 
m i d d l e fi n g e r . 
Inevitably, the first 
word out of their 
mouth is, “Two.” 
That i s because 
instead of teaching 
kids to count, we’ve taught them to name their 
fingers!

In order to have number sense, numbers 
must be put in context. It is important that we ask 
children to count starting with any finger on their 
hand. How many different groups of 3 fingers can 
they show on one hand? How many groups of 
three can they show using two hands?  When a 
child counts 3  on their fingers we should make 
sure they understand that it is not 3, it is 3 fingers.

When used mathematically, are numbers 
nouns or adjectives? I teach at all grade levels, and 
even in my teacher workshops I get three different 
answers when I ask this question -- nouns, 
adjectives, and silence. Silence because they don’t 
know or they don’t want to take a risk.

So I will go up to a kid or a teacher and I’ll 
say, “Do you know that I have twenty-five?” 

“Twenty-five 
what?” they’ll 
ask me. And 
I ’ l l s a y , 
“Twenty-five 
r e d . ” N o w 
t h e y g e t a 
q u e s t i o n i n g 
look on their 
face. “Twenty-

five red what?” “Twenty-five red, bright,” I’ll 
answer. “Twenty-five red, bright what?” “Twenty-
five red, bright, shiny!” I’ll reply. Now they begin 
to get exasperated because I’m only giving them 
adjectives. “Twenty-five red, bright  what?” they’ll 
ask. Finally I’ll say, “Twenty-five red, bright, shiny 
Corvettes!” And everyone says, “WOW! Can I be 
your friend?” “See?” I’ll say to them, “It was the 
noun that made you stop questioning. It was the 
Corvettes that impressed you. The rest of those 
words are all adjectives. If I had said I had twenty-
five smelly cats, you all would have said, ‘Yech!’”

If we asked our 
students to put a 
noun after whatever 
number they are 
saying, it  would 
help kids with their 
number sense. We 
s h o u l d t e a c h 
numbers in context. 

So when we count with the very early learner, we 
need to make it clear that we are counting things, 
not numbers. Otherwise they will think the name 
of their middle finger is “Two.” One-to-one 
correspondence is understanding the two-ness of 
two and the four-ness of four. To me that is the 
beginning of number sense. If a learner never gets 
one-to-one correspondence, they can never do 
anything else in math.

If we think of our 
five senses, how do they 
apply to number sense? 
I t ’s t ough to sme l l 
numbers, and it’s tough 
to taste them, so in math 
we rely upon the other 
three senses: seeing, 
touching, and hearing 
numbers. How do you touch a number? How do 
you hear it? How do you see it?

For a long time, as a high school math 
teacher, I thought that when those primary grade 
teachers were using manipulatives, they were just 
having the child play. Oh, how wrong I was! They 
are laying the basis for the child’s math 
experience, and what a strong foundation it is. 
They are the people who must teach a child one-
to-one correspondence. So, in my heart of hearts, 

I believe the most important math teacher a child 
has is the one at the very beginning -- the 
kindergarten or first grade teacher. A kindergarten 
teacher cannot be the sage on the stage, using the 
chalk and talk, yell and tell, drill and kill method 
of teaching mathematics. They cannot teach by 
writing a bunch of symbols on the board because 
their students do not understand symbols. To 
understand math, their children need to touch, 
they need to see, they need to hear. In fact, 
learners of all ages need to use those senses to 
understand mathematics to the fullest.

A teacher who specialized in reading once 
told me that  in order for a child to get to the 
ultimate process of symbolism -- writing -- they 
must go through a series of  three things:

The first thing a child does is listen. They 
hear the language. The next stage after hearing is 
talking. The child mimics what they have heard 
around them. Everyone is happy when the child 
says “mamma” because for months the mother 
has been saying to the child, “mamma, mamma.” 
We read aloud to children, and again, they hear 
the words and memorize them. If you change 
even one word, or skip a page, that  child will 
correct you very quickly. When the child gets to be 
about 3  years old they may take the book away 
from you and sit  in the corner and pretend to read 
the book aloud. They are not reading, they are 
mimicking what they have heard -- they could be 

s i t t ing there 
with the book 
upside down. 
Eventually they 
will decode the 
words on the 
page, and learn 
to read, and 
t h e n f r o m 

reading, they will go on to  writing. But you cannot 
write unless you have gone through those first 
three steps.

I have taken what that brilliant reading 
teacher taught me and applied it to the way I 
teach math. In my teaching, I emphasize hearing 
and talking. Children speak in mathematical 
sentences, they listen to each other, and then they 
repeat what they hear.           (continued next page)

Ms. Math

If  we asked our students to put a 
noun after whatever number they 

are saying, it would help kids with 

their number sense.

If  we asked our students to put a 
noun after whatever number they 

are saying, it would help kids with 

their number sense.



V o l u m e  4 ,  I s s u e  5!                      J U L Y  3 1 ,  2 0 0 9

! !
! !
! !
! !
! !
! !
! !
! !
                
!                      
! !
P a g e !8

Making Sense of Number Sense (continued)

 Most of our teaching, from about 4th grade up, is hearing-writing. 
Students hear what the teacher says and then they write it down. Talking 
is left out of  the learners’ mathematical experience.

I believe it is important to  continue to emphasize hearing and 
talking -- to use all the senses available to the learner -- even as they move 
into the symbolic and begin to read and write mathematics.

Contributed by: 

Rachel McAnallen

Ms. Math
Numbers
by: Mary Cornish

I like the generosity of  numbers.

The way, for example,
they are willing to count
anything or anyone:

two pickles, one door to the room,
eight dancers dressed as swans.

I like the domesticity of  addition --
add two cups of  milk and stir --
the sense of  plenty: six plums
on the ground, three more

falling from the tree.

And multiplication’s school

of  fish times fish,
whose silver bodies breed
beneath the shadow

of  a boat.

Even subtraction is never loss,
just addition somewhere else:

five sparrows take away two,
the two in someone else’s 
garden now.

There’s an amplitude to long division,
as it opens Chinese take-out

box by paper box,
inside every folded cookie
a new fortune.

And I never fail to be surprised
by the gift of  an odd remainder,
footloose at the end:

forty-seven divided by eleven equals four,
with three remaining.

Three boys beyond their mother’s call,
two Italians off  to the sea,
one sock that isn’t anywhere you look.

Math Problem of  the Day (With Solution):
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MISCELLANEOUS

Fun Facts
• A duck’s quack doesn’t echo.
• “Stewardesses” is the longest word typed with only the left hand. (But aren’t they 

“flight attendants” now?)
• If  you keep a goldfish in a dark room, it will eventually turn white.

• A pregnant goldfish is called a twit. (Yes, but does it Twitter?)
• Women blink nearly twice as much as men.
• Right-handed people live, on average, nine years longer than left-handed people do.

• The names of  the continents all end with the same letter with which they start.
• The electric chair was invented by a dentist.
• Horses can’t vomit.

• Butterflies taste with their feet.
• Isaac Asimov is the only author to have a book in every Dewey-decimal category.
• The word “lethologica” describes the state of  not being able to remember the word 

you want to.
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NEAG CENTER FOR 
GIFTED EDUCATION 

AND TALENT 
DEVELOPMENT

2131 Hillside Road, Unit 3007
Storrs, Connecticut 06269

Newsletter Editor:
Jennifer A. Savino

jennifer.savino@uconn.edu

ABBREVIATED
UPCOMING CONFERENCE 

CALENDAR

August 3 - 7, 2009

World Conference for Gifted and Talented 
Children

Vancouver, Canada

September 12, 2009

The Well Being of Gifted Children Regional 
Conference

Montclair, New Jersey

October 9 - 10, 2009

Florida Association of the Gifted State 
Conference

Orlando, Florida

October 19 - 22, 2009

Ohio Association for Gifted Children Annual 
Conference

Columbus, Ohio

October 22 - 24, 2009

New England Conference on Gifted and Talented 
Education

Nashua, New Hampshire

For additional conference descriptions 
and dates, visit Hoagies’ Gifted 
Education Website.

RENZULLI LEARNING RECOMMENDATIONS: 
READY, WEATHER OR NOT !

Contributed by: Jenny Halter

Renzulli Learning Systems Database Manager

jhalter@renzullilearning.com

Tweaking a Twister  
Check out this website to control the size and speed of a tornado, and 
then rate your twister using the Fujita damage scale!

Stop Disasters!
Has your life been altered by a natural disaster? Can you make a 
difference in prevention of a hurricane, flood, or earthquake? Make 
sure these towns are ready for natural disasters by building hospitals, 
shelters, and any other safety precaution necessary.

Shake, Rattle, and Slide
You will learn about earthquakes and other powerful forces at this 
website. Explore earth science topics like glaciers, volcanoes, and 
continental drift. How did the planet look years ago, and how has it 
changed? Investigate natural disasters and our naturally shifting 
planet! Adobe Flash Player is required for some features at this 
website.  

Weather Watch
What is weather? How does climate affect the Earth? Find the 
answers to these questions and experiment with weather tools. Learn 
what to look for when observing the clouds and how to predict what 
the weather will do. Find out what causes such severe weather as 
hurricanes and tornadoes. Meet a weather expert and find out if 
meteorology is the job for you! Adobe Flash Player is required for this 
activity.

How Does a Hurricane Form?
This website provides various ways to learn about hurricanes. Watch 
real weather footage filmed from space of Hurricane Katrina, play the 
Whirlwind Disaster game, or read about how professional 
meteorologists study hurricanes. This website is colorful and 
interactive, great for all ages!
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