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Enrichment Clusters: Interest-
Based Opportunities to Learn 



Student-driven Learning 

 Why is student-driven learning 
important for our schools? 



A Conceptual Overview 
  “The best way to understand an enrichment cluster 

is to view it in the same way that we view a 
research laboratory, small business organization, 
artists’ guild, or public service agency. These 
organizations have certain things in common that 
make them substantially different from the 
organization that we call a classroom.”  (p. 67) 

Renzulli, J. S.  (1994).  Schools for Talent Development: A Practical Plan for Total 
School Improvement.  Mansfield Center, CT:  Creative Learning Press. 



Enrichment Clusters: Key 
Features 

 Open to all students 

 Selection of  Enrichment Clusters 
based on student interest 

 Multi-age, cross-grade student 
participation 

 Opportunities for independent or 
group choice within the cluster 



Enrichment Clusters: Key 
Features 

 No use of  traditional lesson plans, 
curriculum units, or prescribed 
instruction in the Enrichment 
Cluster 

 Expertise and interest in the 
Cluster topic by the Cluster 
Facilitator 



Authentic & Real-Life Problems 
  First, a real problem requires a personal frame of  

reference for the individual or group pursuing the 
problem.  

  A second characteristic of  real problems is that 
they do not have existing or unique solutions for 
persons addressing the problem. 

  The third characteristic of  a real problem is best 
described in terms of  why people pursue these 
problems. 

  The final characteristic of  real problems is that 
they are directed toward a real audience. 



Authentic Learning 
  To acquire advanced-level understanding of  the 

knowledge and methodology used within particular 
disciplines, artistic areas of  expression, and 
interdisciplinary studies. 

  To develop authentic products or services that are 
directed primarily toward bringing about a desired 
impact on one or more specified audiences. 



Authentic Learning 
  To develop self-directed learning skills in the areas 

of  planning, problem finding and focusing, 
organizational skills, resource utilization, time 
management, cooperativeness, decision making, 
and self-evaluation; and 

  To develop task commitment, self-confidence, 
feelings of  creative accomplishment, and the ability 
to interact effectively with other students and 
adults who share common goals and interests. 



Developing Enrichment 
Clusters 

 Enrichment Clusters Are Not Mini-
Courses! 

 Hands On Should Not Mean 
Brains Off! 





Key Questions 
 What do people who are interested in this area 

do? 

 What products do they create and/or what 
services do they provide? 

 How, and with whom, do they communicate the 
results of  their work? 

 What resources and materials are needed to 
produce high quality products and services? 

 What steps need to be taken to have an impact 
on intended audiences? 



Authentic Enrichment Clusters 

 Advanced Content 

 Advanced Processes 

 Authentic Methods 

 Advanced Products/Services 

 Student Driven 

 Authentic Audiences 



Real-World Problems 
  Personal frame of  reference for the individual or 

group pursuing the problem. 

  They do not have existing or unique solutions for 
persons addressing the problem.  

  They lead to the creation of  new products or 
information that will change actions, attitudes, or 
beliefs on the part of  a targeted audience.  

  The final characteristic of  real problems is that 
they are directed toward a real audience 



rpickeri@rock-hill.k12.sc.us 





K-1 

 Do you like to create things?  Then Imagination 
Station is the place for you!  We’ll see what 

exciting things we can create from junk!  You’ll be 
able to use your imagination to create something 
exciting.  The only rule for your creation is that 

you have fun doing it! 

 Imagination Station  
Mrs. Hartgrove  



K-1 
A Literary Journey into 

Fantasies, Fables and Folktales 

Mrs. Davis 

 Do you like adventure?  Would you like to go on a journey?  
Would you like to meet wizards, fairies, heroes, or animals 

that talk?  If so join us for a Literary Journey into Fantasies, 
Fables and Folktales.  This enrichment class will analyze the 
unique qualities of these types of literature.  We will also 

learn how culture and tradition are conveyed through folklore. 





2-3 
 Digital Storytelling 

Mrs. Phelan 

 Students will use computers, pictures, videos, 
narration and music to create, share and enhance 

stories.  Students will select a topic, write the script, 
take the pictures/videos, import and arrange the 
images, add music and narration, edit and create a 

story using Moviemaker program. 

 . 



2-3 
 Sunset Park Goes Green  

Ms. Nowell & Ms. Yianopolous 

 Students will create, design, observe and maintain a 
garden (flower, herb, and/or vegetable) with a focus on 

giving back to the Earth that is attractive and beneficial to 
the community.  Students will create an earthworm farm to 
learn about decomposition and nourishing the soil.  Students 
will set up a farmers’ market to sell flowers and herbs (for 

Mother’s Day) and vegetables. 





4-5 
 The Great Debaters   

Mrs. T. Young 

Are you strong willed, with strong opinions and love to express 
yourself verbally?  Do you have views or issues that you think 
are not being addressed?  Then you need to…Debate About It!  

Come and learn how to effectively have your opinion heard!  
You are the voice of the future! 



Students will explore the math and science 
used in building structures from towers to 
bridges.  Students will construct their own 

toothpick bridge according to specific 
standards.  We will finish by testing the 

strength of each bridge. 

4-5 



http://www.nps.gov/glca/historyculture/navajobridge.htm 





 High Tech Treasure Hunts 
Geocaching   

Ms. Cagle 

Join me for a modern-day treasure hunt!  Geocaching is a 
puzzle to solve, a brain teaser, a hidden treasure.  The 

learning possibilities involved in geocaching are endless.  You’ll 
use your understanding of latitude, longitude, basic geography 
tools, problem solving, and technology to learn more about the 
area around Sunset Park.  By using GPS devices, you will use 
technology that is fun and useful.  Geocaching will exercise 

your mind and body.  Join me for an adventure that will last a 
life time! 

2-5 



http://www.stpfriends.org/STP_Geocaches.html 



http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/image/1008/Lagoon_ssroMaster1.jpg 



 German Videos 
Your are the Teacher,  

You are the Star!   
Frau Snyder 

Students will audition to be cast in educational videos 
that will be used during German class at SPES.  

Students will sing, role play and have conversations 
with puppets, Frau Snyder, their classmates and 

guests.  

K-5 



http://www.coflt.net/scott/webquests/ 



Activity: Debating the Issues 

 Middle school students debate the 
use of wiretapping. Four positions are 
outlined. 

http://www.depauw.edu/news/index.asp?id=23676 



http://wordgeneration.org/observe/McLean1a.html 



FreeRice 
  Do I really make a difference by playing 

FreeRice? 

 How does playing the vocabulary game 
at FreeRice help me? 

 Why do I see some questions repeated? 

 How does the FreeRice program work? 

  Can you tell me more about the UN 
World Food Programme (WFP}? 

  http://www.freerice.com/faq.html 





One Grain of  Rice 
 Patricia Engel, Middle River Middle 

School, Baltimore, MD 

 http://www.eduref.org/Virtual/
Lessons/Mathematics/Patterns/
PAT0200.html 



GreatKidsUpClose 

Baltimore City Public Schools 

Three Cups of Tea 
Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin  



http://www.threecupsoftea.com/ 

K2 in Pakistan 



Enrichment Clusters Selection Form 
Student’s Name__________________________ 
Classroom Teacher________________________ 
  Grade ________ 
Enrichment Cluster Selections 

  1st Selection______________________ 

  2nd Selection______________________  

  3rd Selection______________________ 
Please return this form to your child’s teacher by  

January 23, 2009. 



Enrichment Clusters 
  Introduce a variety of  careers 

  Promote students interests 

  Create opportunities for students to learn new 
content or extend classroom content 

  Emphasize the importance of  having a broad 
knowledge base 

  Promote enjoyment of  learning and teaching 



  http://enrichmentclusters.wetpaint.com/page/
Catchy+Cluster+Titles 

  http://www.cranfordschools.org/boe/pdf/
1_4_10_OAS_MS_Clusters_Brochure.pdf  


